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Six in a shoot-out
The prize is the accolade International Coach of the Year, and this 

year, six on the shortlist of Europe’s best lined up to show their 
strengths in the Swedish rain. Stuart Jones was there…

REPORT BY STUART JONES

E
very two years the International Coach 
of the Year trophy is handed to the 
proud directors of a manufacturer at 
the Busworld exhibition amid camera 

flashes and congratulatory speeches.
Before that can happen, there is the rather 

less glamorous process of deciding which coach 
is most worthy of the prize which is, along with 
the sister International Bus of the Year trophy, 
the most valued of all international accolades. 
The selection process is a long and thorough 
one which begins with one of the 22-strong Jury 
volunteering to organise a Coach Euro Test event.

Each of the Jury members represents a 
leading magazine in their respective country 
and this time it was the Swedish representative, 
Anders Karlsson of Mantorp Media & 
Konferens, who volunteered to provide the 
contest which results in the winner of the 
International Coach of the Year 2018. The 
current holder, selected following the previous 
Coach Euro Test held in Plovdiv, Bulgaria in 
2015, was the Iveco Magelys Pro.

Anders Karlsson is both a long-standing 
automotive journalist and a successful writer of 
crime fiction who somehow managed to arrange 
for the event to be based at the Mantorp Park 
motor racing circuit, ‘the home of Swedish 
motor sport’, near the city of Linkoping.

I can’t imagine the difficulty I would 
encounter trying to secure Silverstone for 
such a venture, so well done to Anders for 
obtaining the use of the excellent facilities there. 
Unfortunately he did not manage a favourable 
deal with the weather which was unrelenting 
rain throughout the three-day testing process, 
only brightening during the final day of 
proceedings when the coaches were making the 
long journey home and the jury was indoors, 
deliberating over the decision before the 
members cast their votes.

For a variety of reasons linked to events 
in the Swedish calendar, the usual May/June 
date for the test was dropped this year in 
favour of the first week in September which 
had the advantage of enabling a number of 
new models to participate, though it also led 
to an extremely busy calendar, with the dates 
slotted in among the various manufacturer’s 
pre-Busworld press launches. The result was 
an extremely strong field of six candidates – it 
was nearly seven – all but one of which were 
models that are offered in right-hand drive for 
the UK and Irish markets. 

The six participants, in alphabetical order 
were the: Irizar i8 Integral; Iveco Evadys; 
Mercedes-Benz Tourismo; Neoplan Tourliner; 
Scania InterLink HD; and VDL Futura FDD2-

141. Clearly, they represented the full gamut 
of coaching applications, from the flexible 
budget coach through to the top-end corporate 
tourer with the added complication of a double 
decker and an equal split between two- and 
three axle variants to exercise the judge’s 
powers of objectivity.

The event relies on the support of 
sponsors (who cannot be companies entered 
in the competition). Very long-standing 
relationships with Busworld and ZF, who 
sponsored the two evening dinners, were 
maintained, together with the contribution of 
Mantorp Media & Konferens. 

An important element of proceedings is 
the inclusion of all participants throughout 
the event. Thus all of the manufacturers’ 
representatives are entitled to sit in on the 
other’s presentations (though they cannot 
ask questions during them) and they are also 
welcome to travel on the other candidate’s 
coaches, though not to drive because the 
pressures on time required a rota to be followed 
to ensure all jurors get a turn on every coach.

This year’s route covered approximately 
36km between Mjolby and Bankeberg and took 
in both country roads and motorways on which 
a feature were the 60-tonne articulated truck 
combinations so popular in Sweden.

Linkoping 2017 \ Coach Euro Test
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VDL Futura FDD2-141

N
ever before has there been a 
double-deck member of the Futura 
family, and the arrival of the Futura 
FDD2 signals another step towards 

the final unification of VDL’s constituent 
brands under the VDL banner, the only 
remaining exception being the recently 
updated Jonckheere JHV2.

Of VDL’s constituent Berkhof, Bova and 
Jonckheere coachbuilding concerns, both 
Berkhof and Jonckheere formerly offered 
double-deckers, with the FDD2 taking over 
from the Synergy model that was itself a 
development of the Berkhof Axial 100. A 
ground-up new model incorporating not 
only the look but many components from 
other members of the Futura range, the 
arrival of the FDD2 set a new benchmark for 
double-deckers in terms of the attractiveness 
of interiors and the use of space, one result 
of which is a luggage capacity of 9.3cum. 

Built in Valkenswaard, it is an integral 
design that employs strong yet lightweight 
components in its frame, including sandwich 
materials for the roof and interdeck floor, 
enabling it to achieve low fuel consumption 
and class-leading passenger headroom of 
1.86m on the lower deck and 1.72m on the 
upper deck.

VDL’s own tests against competitors 
produced fuel consumption figures of 27.4 
litres/100km (10.31mpg) while independent 
tests gave 27.8 litres/100km (10.16mpg) 
which represented an annual fuel saving 
of between 8.2% and 16.5% compared 
with competitors, equivalent to between 
E11,500 and E23,000 in fuel costs, not to 
mention the reduction in CO2 produced.

On the coach entered, VDL had opted for 
a five-star configuration on the lower deck, 
with 16 VDL Class 50 seats set around four 
tables, while the upper deck featured 58 VDL 
Class 300 seats to a four-star specification 
giving a total capacity of 74. It is possible to 
delete the toilet option and fit different seats 
to get a maximum capacity of 94 within the 
14.145m overall envelope. 

On the road
VDL has really gone for quality with the 
materials used in the interior and there is 
a lot of attention to detail. An example is 
the staircases which have excellent rails all 
the way up and down both staircases, with 
handles neatly set into side mouldings where 
it would have been very easy not to have 
bothered doing so.

Not only is it well thought out, it looks the 
part with LED step lights (all lighting is LED), 
and light-coloured panel finishes. Another 
detail I really appreciate is the way the 
driver’s view has been significantly enhanced 
by angling the lower deck ceiling up at the 
forward edge without impinging on upper 
deck foot room. This enables the mirrors to be 
mounted higher than they otherwise would be 
to reduce the risk to pedestrians.

Along with this, on the upper deck 
there are new foot insets for the front-row 
passengers, although these cannot be fitted 
when a destination display is specified. 
Apart from a rather dark tint to the front 
upper-deck window that made the grey 
weather look even duller, my only criticism  
was of the useful storage bins between to 
two groups of seats on the lower deck, the 
substantial drawers of which were roller-
mounted and slid out when cornering if 

they had not been properly shut, with 
the consequent potential for trip hazard. 
Mounted at the rear offside of the lower 
deck the toilet compartment was spacious 
and easily accessed.

A 52-degree steering angle enables 
the FDD2 to achieve a 24.3m turning 
circle despite it being marginally the 
longest of the participating coaches. With 
optional fuel tanks fitted of 252 and 205 
litres respectively as well as the standard 
445 litre tank the 902 maximum gives a 
range of around 3,000km enabling an 
operator to fuel where the prices are most 
advantageous on lengthy tour work. 

Drivers liked the comparative spaciousness 
of the cab, the excellent visibility, the stability 
and the match of the powerful DAF MX13 
510hp engine with the AS-tronic gearbox. One 
juror went as far as to claim it didn’t feel like a 
double-decker to drive but like a single-deck.

Criticisms were of the positioning of the 
parking brake which was difficult to reach, 
the rather sensitive steering and the relatively 
small area cleared by the upper deck 
wipers and it was noted that you needed to 
remember the spare wheel was mounted near 
the midpoint of the wheelbase, so care was 
required when boarding ferries.

I
n the job for only ten months, Scania’s 
Senior Vice President, Sales & Marketing, 
Buses & Coaches, Karin Radstrom, told 
the Jury that Scania has doubled its 

market share and the number of buses 
it sold between 2012 and 2016, achieving 
a total of 8,253 in 2016, up 21% on the 
previous year.

It intends to stick to its established strategy 
of modular construction utilising as many parts 
as it could that were common with the truck 
range, among them the engine, fuel system and 
electrical architecture. 

Spearheading its complete vehicle sales is 
the ‘Specially designed for everything’ InterLink 
range, successor to the earlier OmniExpress which 
like its predecessor has the body built at Lahti in 
Finland in the premises that were formerly home 
to Lahden Autokori Oy. The chassis modules are 
produced in Sodertalje, Sweden.

Offered in three heights as the LD, MD and 
HD ranges with similar body structures, it can 
be supplied at any length between 11m and 
15m and on two or three axles with either the 
nine-litre or the 13-litre engine option, though 
I’d have thought the tri-axle HD was a lot of 
coach for the nine-litre unit. 

On the road
To my mind, though you can still see the influences of the truck design 
team, the InterLink has a much more coach-like appearance than the 
Touring and a far better rear end treatment than the OmniExpress, though 
several members of the Jury mentioned the need for bigger windows.

Scania’s intention was that it should look less Scandinavian than its 
predecessor. Inside there was criticism of how dark it was and the old-
fashioned and overly plastic dash area with large numbers of switches, 
but praise for the comfort of the driving seat, which gave good lateral 
support and could be extensively adjusted without sight of the controls 
being lost, though somewhere to put the driver’s phone would have 
been beneficial. 

We were told that this was the First InterLink HD to be fitted with well-
appointed Kiel Avance 1020 seats, with the second scheduled to appear 
at Kortrijk. This is a three-point belted seat already offered in the Touring. 
Some criticised them for the slipperiness of the leather trim but I found 
them among the comfiest encountered and liked the feel of the soft leather.

Some aspects of the interior struck me as unusual and a little dated, 
among them the side panels that appeared to be finished in a rippled 

metallic style and light units that instead of illuminating throughout the 
full length of the aisle, lit up only in alternate sections. The coloured 
buttons for the passenger service units were easily identified in three 
different colours but did not have a quality look about them. 

Also much liked was the driving experience, which was undemanding 
on the driver and the driver feedback feature which was thought useful. 
There was some question over the application of power in the wet as, 
during the acceleration tests, it had repeatedly spun the wheels and the 
ASR had come in.

Well matched to the Scania GRSO895R 12-speed overdrive gearbox 
with integral retarder and Opticruise two-pedal, fully-automated gear 
changing system, the 450hp, 12,7-litre engine (which Scania refer to as a 
13-litre) delivers 2,350Nm of torque and does not require EGR to handle 
its emissions, a characteristic it shared only with the Iveco among the 
participating vehicles. Scania talked of other fuel options it can already 
offer with the coach range, including HVO, natural gas, bio diesel and 
biogas. It is already working on an LNG version and as for electrical 
model, as Karin Radstrom put it, ‘who knows’. 

Scania InterLink HD

Of the line-up, the FDD2-141 was only double-deck but it surprised many testers by having the 'feel' of a single-
deck on the road. For Futura, a double-deck is a first.
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Scania InterLink HD

The test vehicle was the top-of-the-
range HD tri-axle version, intended for 
long-distance express as well as tourism 
duties that represented the marque on 
home soil. Measuring 14.09m, it had the 
centre-door toilet and continental door 
arrangement, though you can opt to have 
these at the rear. 

The InterLink body structure is 14cm 

narrower at the front, only 2.41m rather 
than the 2.55m of the rest of the coach, a 
move that reduces the turning circle, saves 
around 100kg in weight and results in a fuel 
saving of around 3%. 

The HD model entered is sold in the UK 
as the InterLink Finesse and has won some 
significant customers this season, especially 
among fleet buyers. 

The top-of-the-range tri-axle was presented for test, with a great engine and slick gearbox well-liked by the drivers.
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T
he new generation Tourliner, first seen 
at last year’s IAA show in Hanover, is 
built in the same Turkish factory as the 
MAN Lion’s Coach and shares the same 

driveline but it is distinctly different.
Using the services of MAN’s BMC (Bus 

Modification Centre) at the former Neoplan 
manufacturing plant at Plauen, it can be 
customised to exactly match the customer’s 
needs in the same way that Neoplan would once 
do. Some evidence of this was to be seen on the 
coach entered in Sweden which was a 12.113m 
two-axle model with 40 recliners and two tables 
rather than the 44 it would normally have when 
specified to Germany’s four star specification. 
You can have 57 seats and a toilet at 12.1m. 

To date, there have been 370 new-generation 
Tourliners sold including nine in the UK. The 
new look owes a lot to the Neoplan Cityliner 
but it gives an impressive drag coefficient of 
3.6 that contributes to a 10% improvement in 
fuel efficiency over the previous generation. All 
versions have a flat floor though, if the 2+1 seat 
layout is specified, the small section of sloping 
centre aisle at the front disappears and there is an 
extra step incorporated to reach the main aisle.

When wheelchair access is required, to avoid 
impinging on the luggage hold, the lift goes 
over the rear axles on three-axle models and, 
on two-axle coaches, is located over the front 
wheels. Normally two wheelchair spaces would 
be provided on such conversions but examples 
have been built with virtually the whole interior 
given over to wheelchairs.  

At E265,000 for the vehicle entered, which 
included around E20,000 on options such as 
the Exclussivo leather/fabric trimmed seats 
with adjustable headrests, it looked a value-
for-money package with only the Iveco costing 
less. It had been fitted with a small kitchen unit, 
two tables and a driver storage unit next to the 
courier seat at the BMC facility and another 
option was a fire extinguishing system. 

Neoplan Tourliner
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Apart from the latest version of the D2676LOH 
12.4-litre engine, which gives 20hp more power 
and 200Nm more torque than the previous 
standard unit, important new aspects of the coach 
are the PCV (Premium Comfort Valve) shock 
absorbers on all versions and all axles which 
optimise passenger comfort, the Emergency Brake 
Assist and more powerful headlights that are 
LEDs, like all lights on the coach except those at 
the rear. Further developments for 2018 include 
a new colour driver display and a driver window 
with invisible heating wires.

On the road
Sometimes you have an opinion of a vehicle based on previous 
experiences and then spend some time in close proximity with one and 
get a different feeling for it. The latest version of the Cityliner certainly 
grew on me during this test as I had the opportunity to compare it in 
close relation to others.

I wasn’t too thrilled when it was launched at the IAA last year, 
probably because I was expecting something entirely new, though to me 
it looks, externally at least, like what went before with a new front and 
back. However, when I got down to scoring the different participants 
against each other on a range of criteria it was clear that the latest 
generation coach has a lot going for it, both for the passenger and driver.

Despite the reversed diagonal feature pillars at the front, the coach 
offers passengers one of the best views out, the indirect lighting makes 
for a really warm yet modern interior feel and there are touches like 
the really useful handle above the centre exit door that makes getting 
out so much easier, the ridge in the seatback tables for your iPad, the 

optional Atlas video-on-demand system and USB points handily located 
under all seats. I’m not very keen on drop-down monitors over the aisle, 
because they are too easy to bump your head on, but at least they are 
spring-loaded and return to their position a few seconds after you walk 
into them.

And if you can’t decide whether to have a chemical toilet or a water 
one, no problem, at the flick of a switch the unit will convert. It has TPMS 
monitoring as standard and every coach comes with a tyre repair kit with 
tyre repair ‘milk’ capable of coping with small repairs and getting you home. 

During the Jury debrief session, there were no negatives about the 
driving experience, with everyone praising the ride and suspension, 
and plaudits too for the dash with its easy-to-read displays, the smooth, 
continuous working of the retarder, the ability to crawl in traffic at idle 
speed, the quietness and the visibility. It was noted that during tests it 
accelerated more rapidly than all of the others, whether or not kick-
down was used.

New-generation Tourliner is already a favourite with many UK operators, and this tabled 40-seater on test was 
of a high specification suitable for corporate hire 
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Y
et to be seen at a major exhibition 
having been launched in Brussels 
during June, the Tourismo is the 
Mercedes-Benz coach for the future, 

supplanting not only the existing Tourismo 
range but also the top of the range Travego.

It is offered in four variants, all of which 
are also available in right-hand drive, the first 
time that this has been the case. On two axles 
are the 12.295m Tourismo and the 13.115m 
Tourismo M/2, while on three axles are the 
13.115m M/3 and the 13.935m Tourismo L. 
Interior specifications, which can include all 
manner of extras, are designed so that the 
standard can be added to or subcontracted 
from to match the coach to its usage.

We already have the OM470 engine but a 
new option for those who might previously 
have bought Travego is the 456hp/335kW 
option. Completely new for Tourismo is 
the option of the smaller 7.7-litre OM936 
six-cylinder unit. Incidentally, I was told 
that OM936-powered units are expected to 

Irizar i8 Integral

only make up around 8% of sales based on 
experience with Setra, although the UK is 
expected to be more receptive to the concept 
than some other markets.

In designing it, Gustav Tuschen, Daimler 
Buses’ head of Product Engineering, said that 
the targets had been to improve total cost of 
ownership, add value for passengers through 
increased safety and comfort and add value for 
the driver through additional assistance systems 
and a choice of two cab layouts (there are 
actually three, that for the UK is different again).

Described by the company as ‘brand typical,’ 
the look is different to the previous generation 
but not radically so, though it is far more 
aerodynamic with covers beneath the coach front 
which, with overall weight reduced by 200kg, flat-
blade windscreen wipers, the latest engines and a 
feature that automatically reduces the ride height 
at speed, generates a fuel saving of up to 7%. 
Lengthy service intervals of up to 120,000km are 
another ‘plus’ for operators. Further TCO benefits 
derive from the use of common parts where 

I
rizar’s i8 Integral is, in the company’s 
own words, ‘the pillar on which Irizar 
builds its future in the premium long 
distance and occasional service sector.’

Successor to the PB, itself once a winner 
of the International Coach of the Year title 
when mounted on a Scania chassis, it shows 
the progress of Irizar’s move towards integral 
construction techniques. Just as stunning in 
appearance as the PB was in its day, albeit in a 
more timeless way and with far cleaner lines, 
it is a world away from the earlier model in 
quality of materials, finish and detail design.

Framed in stainless steel as standard and clad 
in composites and aluminium, the integral tri-axle 
i8 is almost a tonne lighter than a similar chassis-
mounted coach, although it is still possible for an 
operator to opt for a steel-framed i8 in order to 
reduce the cost. Four lengths are offered, all on 
three axles: 13.22m, 13.99m, 14.07m and 14.98m.

Literally in a class of its own among the 
candidates, as the only dedicated top end 

tourer, it prompted one juror to ask whether 
you could sell a premium coach in Europe 
without a Setra badge.

I would argue that Van Hool and Neoplan 
had already proved the point in the UK and that 
the i8’s performance to date suggests it offers 
something discerning customers are looking 
for in all markets, with more opportunity to 
do so with the Travego and the Starliner now 
discontinued. Already over 1,000 i8s have been 
ordered or delivered so far, admittedly the 
greater part of them to the Mexican market (at 
2.6m wide), but nevertheless the European tally 
is over the 200 mark. 

To maintain the exclusivity of its premium 
model, Irizar does not intend to offer the 
specifically-designed, well-appointed, i8 seats in 
other models as it had previously done in the 
i6 with PB seats. Two seat types are available in 
three executions and a range of extra options. 
Designed and engineered by Irizar, they are built 
on their behalf by Vogel. All i8s have a flat floor 

possible, with the front lights coming from the 
Actros and the rear units from the Citaro.

All of the different brands are hot on safety 
and Mercedes-Benz is probably the hottest, 
introducing its systems on to its coach range as 
soon as they are fully developed. Additions to 
the long list of systems are Attention Assist and 
Stop-and-Go Assist as well as a further major 
advance in braking technology.

Although it will not be standard on 
production coaches until February next year, 
the coach entered was one of the first to be 
fitted with Active Brake Assist 4 (ABA4), a 
different version of which is already standard 
on the Actros truck range. It further develops 
the capabilities of the ABA3 system and can 
now identify pedestrians and brake to avoid 
or reduce danger to them. This feature gave 
the coach the edge in the safety stakes over its 
fellow candidates, though safety is not the only 
thing operators and drivers look for in a coach 
and few passengers are aware of the relative 
safety attributes of the vehicles they hire. 

which gives the possibility to offer 1+1, 2+1 and 
2+2 configurations. Maximum seating capacity to 
European four star is 56 recliners and it was this 
layout that the coach entered featured.

Irizar claims that on the journey from San 
Sebastian to Sweden, the unladen coach had 
recorded 24.4litres/100km (11.58mpg) and said 
that typical operator feedback suggested figures 
of 26litres/100km (10.86mpg).

Further developments to come will see the 
new ZF TraXon automated manual offered as an 
option in conjunction with the DAF MX13 engine, 
with the prototype set to be running this year 
(the units are already there, I’ve seen them). At 
Busworld will be an OBD6-engined i8 equipped 
with predictive cruise control, an option that will 
become available in the second quarter of 2018 
followed by a new electrically-steered rear axle 
option and a new ZF direct-drive axle.

It's hard to imagine that the new Tourismo, which replaces the previous model and the range-topping Travego, 
will not be a best-seller in the UK, but what of its performance on the road?

Mercedes-Benz Tourismo
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Irizar i8 Integral

On the road
The Tourismo’s performance during the 
acceleration and braking tests was interesting. 
Accelerating it took considerably the longest 
to get to 80kmh if the kick-down was not used 
at 38.6 seconds, but when kick-down was 
deployed, it took only 26.5 seconds. Braking 
from 80kmh to zero it recorded the best result, 
though the Irizar i8 was only slightly behind 
it. A noteworthy difference compared with 
the other coaches is the use of the Voith SWR 
water retarder. 

There were few criticisms of the driving 
experience and appreciation of the eight 

speeds of the PowerShift automated manual 
box which was not constantly changing up and 
down on roundabouts. 

On normal highways, the performance 
of the new flat-blade wipers was not as 
good as the conventional ones, failing to 
clear sufficient width of the screen, a point 
acknowledged by the Daimler team who 
promised to find a solution. Travelling at the 
rear of the coach, though it was quieter there 
was still vibration that could be felt through 
the seats which although relatively low-
backed were comfortable.

Internally the look is conservative and 
although it wasn’t my initial impression in 
Brussels, the unevenly placed individual lights 
units above the aisle looked dated compared 
with the diffused systems on some of the 
others. Wall-mounted USB points were useful 
but the very bright blue lights illuminating 
them were intrusive when travelling at night.

Summing up my fellow juror’s feeling, it is an 
honest coach offering unsurpassed safety that 
will sell in huge numbers, that drivers will enjoy 
driving and will prove economical but it is not a 
coach with a lot of emotion or wow factor.

Irizar is famed for its departure from the 'loaf of bread' shape of most coaches, and the i8 Integral continues 
that styling cue. It can talk the talk. The question is, can it walk the walk?

On the road
It is in passenger comfort that the Irizar 
scores, with a very quiet interior, particularly 
at the rear.

Typical of the attention to detail and 
passenger comfort that the i8 showed was 
the way that the monitors were not hung 
from the central ceiling section but very 
neatly incorporated within cut-out sections 
of the racks. This looked good and avoided 
bumping the heads of passengers and crew 
with minimal loss of rack capacity. Lighting, 
lockers, and other key features were simple 
and elegantly executed.  

Driving was an enjoyable experience with 
a highly-praised dashboard layout, with 
driving controls to the front and passenger 
ones to the left, although there was criticism 
of the steering which was stiffer than most 
liked, and some could not see through the 
wheel when the seat was in the optimum 
position for them.

Opinion differed as to whether having 
only a USB socket and no 12-Volt socket was 
a good thing. It was the only coach in which 
the mirrors enabled the driver to see all the 
way round the front and as far back as the 
front wheels. Some vibration was evident 
when idling at around 500 revs, and also a 
little low-down vibration when accelerating 
hard. On manoeuvrability, it was 
unsurpassed; surprising one jury member 
with its ability to execute a U turn.
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VDL Futura 
FDD2-141

Scania 
InterLink HD

Neoplan 
Tourliner

Mercedes-Benz 
Tourismo M/2

Irizar i8 Integral Iveco Evadys

Length (mm) 14,145 14,090 12,113 13,115 14,070 12,097

Width 2,550 2,550 2,550 2,530 2,550 2,550

Height 4,000 3,660 3,870 3,680 3,980 3,460

Wheelbase 7,255/1,500 6900/1500 6,060 6,910 6,335/ 1,500 6,200

Front overhang 2,280 2,695 2755 2,890 2,690 2,605

Rear overhang 3,110 2,995 3298 3,315 3,545 3,292

Internal headroom 1,855/1,724 2023/1965 2,000 2,014 2,010 1,998

ENGINE DAF MX13-375
Scania  

DC13-147
MAN 

D2676LOH35
Mercedes-Benz 

OM470
DAF MX13-375 FPT Cursor 9

Capacity (cc) 12,900 12,742 12,419 10,677 12,900 8,700

hp/kW
510/375 

@1,500rpm
450/336 

@1,900rpm
420/309 

@1,800rpm
428/315 @ 
1,600rpm

510/375@ 1,425-
1,750rpm

400/294@
2,200rpm

Torque
2,500Nm @1,000-

1,425rpm
2,350Nm @1,000-

1,300rpm
2,100Nm @930-

1,350rpm
2,100Nm @ 
1,100rpm

2,500Nm @1,000-
1,425rpm

1,700Nm 
@1,200rpm

Emission control SCR/EGR SCR (No EGR) SCR/EGR SCR/EGR SCR/EGR SCR (No EGR)

GEARBOX
ZF 

AS-tronic 
12AS2701-BO

Scania 
GRSO895R 
Opticruise/
Overdrive

MAN TipMatic
Mercedes 

PowerShift GO-
250-8

ZF 
AS-tronic 12S2700

ZF Traxon 
6S1911BO

Speeds 12 12 12 8 12 12

Manual/AMT/Auto AMT AMT AMT AMT AMT AMT

Retarder ZF intarder
Scania integral 

hydraulic retarder
ZF Intarder3

Voith SWR Water 
retarder

ZF Power intarder Intarder

Drive axle ZF A132 Scania ADA1300
MAN HY-1350-

B-O1
M-B RO440 ZF A132

Single reduction 
hypoid

Front axle ZF RL82EC Scania AMA860
MAN VOS-

08-B-01
ZF ZF RL82EC Independent

Third axle (if 
applicable)

ZF RL75A steering Scania ARA860 n/a n/a
ZF RL82EC 

steering
n/a

Fuel tank capacity 
(litres)

445+205+252 = 
902 total

550 525 480 670 310

AdBlue tank 90 80 35 40 50 80

Passenger seats 16/58 = 74 57 40+2 tables 48 56 46

Luggage locker 
capacity (cu.m)

9.3
10.6 (main hold) + 
ski locker and rear 

side locker
8.7 10.9 (12.1 – WC) 13.5 7.7

ULW (Kg) 18,100 N/A 13,510 13,878 17,230 N/A

Price (Euros) as 
shown

490,000 290,000 265,000 290,000 390.000 208,000

D
espite being the only one of the 
candidates not offered in the UK, the 
Evadys is a coach which might well 
appeal to UK operators because of its 

ability to find work seven days a week; what 
our European colleagues call a ‘double earner.’

Built at the Vysoke Myto plant in the Czech 
Republic, Iveco’s biggest bus manufacturing 
facility producing 4,000 units annually, it was 
developed from the hugely successful Crossway 
model and has an overall height of only 3.46m. 
Unveiled at the IAA show in Germany last year, 
marketing for the Evadys proclaims, ‘Born 
versatile, built profitable.’

Offered only as a two-axle coach at 12.097m 
and 12.962m it is intended for ‘line’ (read 
‘interurban’), school, airport, excursion, and 
touring applications with three different second-
door layout options (rear, single centre, double 
centre), 15 different seating configurations 
with a maximum of 63 available and a luggage 
capacity that can be varied up to a maximum of 
9.3cum (on the 13m), though large interior racks 
can provide up to 1.6cum additional space. 

In driveline terms, Evadys offered by far 
the smallest engine, the capacity of the six-
cylinder, FPT (Fiat Power Train) Cursor 9 

being only 8.7-litres, two litres less than the 
Tourismo and four litres less than the rest 
of the field. Nevertheless, the unit delivered 
400hp/294kW and peak torque of 1,700Nm 
albeit at considerably higher rpm than the 
others. Furthermore, utilising FPT’s Hi-SCR 
technology it does not require EGR for 
emission control, a claim only Scania among 
the other candidates could make. 

A real novelty on the Evadys was its use 
of the new ZF TraXon automated manual 
transmission which is set to take over from 
the current AS-tronic range. Among the 
advantages it is said to offer are a 60% 
longer service life and reduced noise. This 
is currently one of four gearbox options 
available with the Evadys, the others being 
automatics from Voith and ZF and the ZF6S-
1911BO which is the standard option.

A big plus for the model is price. Starting 
at E175,000, the specification entered with 
toilet, kitchenette and single centre door was 
E208,000, a whopping E57,000 less than 
the next cheapest candidate (the Neoplan 
at E265,000) and even the most expensive 
version possible, incorporating a wheelchair lift, 
is only E220,000. 

Summary
The field represented an unusually 
strong array of products and, as ever, the 
immense differences between them and the 
applications for which they are intended made 
differentiating them a tricky task. 

It has long been the claim of the Jury that 
the competition is one with a winner and 
no losers. Unlike other juries such as those 
covering the truck, van and pick-up markets, 
only a winner is announced, with no second 
and third positions revealed. Hopefully, 
while there are huge marketing and prestige 
opportunities generated for the victor, all other 
participants also benefit from their participation 
through coverage in member magazines as 
well as the chance to compare products and 
network during the Coach Euro Test itself.

Will it be the last Coach Euro Test of its 
kind you wonder? With Paris and other cities 
keen to promote electric coaches it may be 
that an all diesel-fuelled line-up of participants 
becomes less common, though it is hard to 
see diesel’s disappearance altogether for a 
considerable time yet. 

Hopefully I have not given too many clues 
in this article about which coach emerged the 
victor because this will not be announced until 
the award ceremony on the press day of the 
Busworld exhibition in Kortrijk, Belgium on 19 
October.

Next year’s Bus Euro Test will take place 
in Zagreb, Croatia when the successor to the 
International Bus of the Year 2017, the Solaris 
Urbino 2 will be chosen.

Iveco Evadys

Coach Euro Test / Linkoping 2017

The only coach on test with ZF's new TraXon automated gearbox, the Evadys exhibited some clever interior 
design and bags of style.

On the road
With a model offering this degree of versatility 
within a low-height package, there is inevitably 
a considerable degree of compromise.

Alhough the 46 seats were comfortable, 
I found the interior claustrophobic partly 
because of the small windows, but also 
because of the dark colours and the limited 
headroom under the racks, which are said to 
be deep enough to take standard airline size 
cabin baggage. The toilet compartment was 
one of the smallest I have ever encountered – 
I touched both sides when I tried to get in it, 
a feat further hampered by the narrow throat 
afforded by the pivot door. Opposite it the 
kitchen unit was cleverly designed.

Where to mount USB charging points is a 

difficult issue, and there is no ideal solution, 
though Iveco’s decision to have them on the 
window side of the rack undersides meant that 
there would inevitably be wires hanging down 
or trailing into the racks when they were used. 
Positives are a 38kW capacity air conditioning 
system that is standard across the range and good 
accessibility at the entrance, though an additional 
rail on the courier seat base would be useful. 

Ride quality was very good but noise, 
although low at the front, was high at the rear 
partly because of an unidentified non-driveline 
related whine that had commenced after 
the coach left the factory and became worse 
during the test.

From a driving perspective, there was criticism 

of the dash (standard Crossway) and its mono 
main display, the lack of space for a driver’s cup 
and the poor mirror on the left. Others liked the 
reversing camera and the big control buttons, 
while the extensively tested windscreen wipers 
were thought the best of any participants.

Most drivers thought the TraXon an 
improvement on the AS-Tronic; it may well 
be capable of further optimisation, though 
they did not appreciate having to go through 
neutral. The fact that the adaptive cruise 
control was not operational was a big negative.

Overall it offered great total cost of 
ownership at the expense of rather a lot 
of compromises; perhaps too many for 
widespread touring use.

Which would you choose  
as winner?
The judges for International Coach of 
the Year (shown above) will announce 
their decision at this year's Busworld, 
in Kortrijk, Belgium, open to the public 
between 20 and 25 October. But which 
would you choose? Go to the Bus & Coach 
Buyer Facebook page and take part in our 
fun poll. You can pat yourself on the back 
later if the judges agreed with you...!


