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L inkoping is a small city in 
Central Sweden which is home 
to motorsport in the country. 

Judging and testing for the International 
Coach of the Year (ICOY) Award 2018 
competition took place in Mantorp Park 
Racing Circuit. Six coaches were in 
contention for the coveted title, namely 
the Irizar i8, Iveco Evadys, Mercedes-
Benz Tourismo, Neoplan Tourliner, 
Scania Interlink HD and VDL Futura 
(Double Decker).

Each luxury passenger carrier was 
thoroughly assessed by the expert 
international jury panel including Irish 
jury member Sean Murtagh. Among the 
measurement criteria were items such 
as Total Cost of Operation, driver and 
passenger comfort and safety, to mention 
a few. 

As featured in our news section story on 
page 5, only one brand got the ‘Golden 
Ticket’, with the main prize presented to 
the Irizar i8 at the 24th edition of Busworld 
Europe, at Kortrijk, Belgium. Before that 

though there was the important business 
of testing and assessing the contenders in 
Sweden. In alphabetical order, details of 
the nominees are as follows:

Euro Coach Test – Linkoping, Sweden
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Iveco Evadys
Iveco as a commercial vehicle brand has 
always been well recognised and received 
in Ireland. However, through its passenger 
transport division, formerly known as 
Irisbus, the Iveco Bus Evadys coach is 
not available in right hand drive (RHD) 
form. Upon asking senior management at 
the presentation if this would change, the 
‘yes’ answer, alas, was less than convincing! 
Powered by the FPT Cursor 9 400hp engine 
and matched to a ZF TraXon automated 
transmission, the combination worked 
well, although at times the acceleration 
seemed sluggish. Th at said, gear changing 
was very smooth. Visibility is excellent for 
the driver, and the glass panel at the bott om 
of the main passenger door improves 
vision signifi cantly and helps to protect 
the vulnerable road user. 

From a passenger’s point of view access is 
easy as both the front and middle doors 
are wide. As with many similar sized 
coaches in the marketplace, the centre 
steps are a litt le steep. Low windows give 
good views and with USB points available 
for  all seats, it is easy to stay connected. 

Not being a ‘High-Line’ type coach, the 
interior is a litt le compact but certainly not 
claustrophobic. As a coach it may not be a 
long-distance type vehicle, but it is a very 
suitable luxury vehicle for shorter trips or 
tours. Th e overhead luggage space is bigger 
than most and could accommodate a small 
suitcase. Th ere are 15 diff erent seating 
layouts available (max 63), and an option 
of three doors. Best described as ‘versatile’ 
the Iveco Bus Evadys as tested was priced 
at €206,000.

Irizar i8
Irizar i8 is built using stainless steel as 
standard, in continuation of the Spanish 
coachbuilder’s policy to develop its own 
integral brand of coach. Clearly the i8 is 
targeted at the top end of the coach market. 
So far 1000 units have been delivered, of 
which 200 have been in Europe, including 
the UK. As the fl oor is completely fl at, this 
gives a lot of options for the seat layout, 
including 2+1. At 14m this is the longest 
variant available. Maximum seating is 
56 recliners, which we discovered to be 
extremely comfortable.

Driving the coach was a pleasure. Th e 
design of the A pillar improves visibility, 
while its wiper system sweeps broadly 
across the large windscreen. Its steering 
proved positive on the road as well as 
being impressively manoeuvrable due to 
its tight turning circle. USB connections 
were provided at all seats while the 
overhead locker space was enclosed for 
extra security. Th e interior is bright and 
the line lighting subtle but adequate. 
Space around the entrance door is well 
designed, as is the area for the tour guide 

which is both practical and functional. 
We noticed that the coach’s aerodynamic 
exterior styling ensures that road spray 
is limited and fuel effi  ciency maximised 
through lessened wind drag. Powered by 
the PACCAR (DAF) MX13-378 with the 
ZF AS-Tronic auto box, on the drive to 
Sweden from Spain (unladen) the coach 
achieved almost 12mpg, while operators 
have reported that they can achieve almost 
11mpg in general service. Retail price of the 
Irizar i8 coach as tested is €390,000.
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Neoplan Tourliner
Launched at the IA A CV Show, in 
Hannover, Germany last year, almost 400 
MAN Neoplan Tourliners are in service 
and available in many variants. With a 
signifi cant aerodynamic improvement, 
fuel consumption has been reduced by 
10%. Certain features about the Tourliner 
stand out, notably the interior design 
which is pristine, almost clinical, but 
still managing to give a warm feeling. A 
wide variety of seat layouts are available 
including the 2+1 luxury confi guration. All 
of these luxury coaches are manufactured 
in Turkey, but if extra fi tt ing is required 
in terms of specialisation, it is done at 
the Plauen plant in Germany. Th is could 
be a custom designed kitchen or extra 
conference area. 

For the driver the clinical theme continues, 
as the information cluster is clear and easy 
to read, and the driver’s seat and steering 
column will facilitate any size or shape of 
driver. A well-designed front door area 
ensures safe entry and exit, while the 
positioning of the A pillar provides excellent 

visibility. For passengers, access through 
to the aisle is spacious and once seated 
there is plenty of headroom. However, the 
compromise here is that people of smaller 
stature will struggle to reach the individual 
lighting and call bell from their sitt ing 
position. All seats have USB connections. 
For wheelchair users the lift  is positioned 
over the front axle. 

On the road the coach drives well, with 
the engine brake retarder particularly 
smooth. Although the steering is sensitive, 
the more one drives it, the more the driver 
can become used to it. Acceleration is 

sharp and the crawling feature in traffi  c 
makes driving less stressful. Th e Neoplan 
Tourliner is powered by a combination of 
the MAN- D2676LOH35 Euro 6 engine 
and ZF Tip-Matic automated box. Price 
as tested is €265,000.

Mercedes-Benz Tourismo
The arrival of a new Tourismo from 
Mercedes-Benz was much anticipated in 
the marketplace leading up to its launch 
in Brussels earlier this year. Ready for 
customer deliveries from next January 
in both LHD & RHD forms, the all-new 
Tourismo has hit the ground running. 
Expect to see many variants of the new 
coach in Ireland soon. A substantial list of 
optional extras are available upon ordering 
to suit the type of service off ered by the 
coach operator.

Weighing in at 200kg less than its 
predecessor, when developing the new 
Tourismo the designers were conscious that 
most operators did not want a revolutionary 
new coach design that might date the 
outgoing model. While it bears a strong 
resemblance to its predecessor, there 
are some subtle design diff erences and 
improvements. A more rounded windscreen 
gives bett er view, with less blind spots. 
When in cruise mode the overall height 
of the coach reduces, making it even more 
sleek in the wind. Available in sizes from 
12.2m to 13.9m in two and three-axle 
confi gurations, a new engine option is now 
available. Slightly lower rated, the 7.7 litre 

OM936 is likely to only be fi tt ed in 10% of 
all new units sold, probably only suited for 
shutt le or short service work.

Driving the Tourismo, it is responsive 
when required, though we have one small 
criticism - in order to pick up speed most 
drivers will use the kick down function, but 
this will increase fuel consumption. Two 
driver areas are available, one designed 
for express type work and the other more 
suited to touring. Th erefore both modes 
will be catered for. 

In the passenger area the sunken fl oor 
provides a raised seating area allowing 
passengers panoramic views both to the 

front and the side. Th e original Tourismo 
was quiet, but the claim is that the new 
coach is 50% quieter, which was evident. 
All seats have USB connections and plug-
in points. Powered by the OM470, 420hp 
Euro 6 diesel and mated to the Mercedes 
PowerShift 3 auto box, the coach as tested 
costs €290,000.
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Scania Interlink HD
Scania has recently enjoyed a dramatic 
increase in its coach sales, doubling 
market share in the last fi ve years and 
increasing sales by 21% in 2016 from the 
previous year. Currently Scania claims 
7% of the European market. One of the 
striking features of the coach was the 
truck infl uence in design terms and in 
component selection. Most of the front 
passenger door entrance is glazed which 
improves the visibility. Access at the front 
is easy, but the centre door is steep and 
not well equipped with grab handles. Th e 
fl oor is sunken and again allows for easy 
access through the aisle. Comfortable 
seating and a simple overhead control 
panel will be welcomed by passengers. 
With charging points at the centre of the 
seat, they are easily accessed from both 
sides. Overhead luggage space is a litt le 
tight but sturdy.

From the driver’s seat there was one 
stand out feature, a glass panel behind 
the driver’s left  shoulder. It is surprising 

how much a quick glance can pick up 
here regarding surrounding traffic. 
Scania off ers many options on length 
on this coach range from 11m to 15m. 
Powered by a Scania GRS0895R engine 
and 12 speed auto box with an integrated 
retarder, no SCR is required to achieve 
the regulated exhaust emission control. 
Scania also markets alternative drive 
options including Biogas, Hydrotreated 
Vegetable Oil (HVO) and Natural Gas, 
and is planning to introduce an LNG 
version soon. Asked how the Interlink 
compared to the jointly designed Higer 

‘Touring’ version we got the reply, “Th ey 
are diff erent products.” Th e price of the 
Interlink HD as tested is €290,000.

VDL Futura FDD2-141
With an increase in the popularity of 
Double Decker coaches in Europe, this 
has sparked a new focus by manufacturers. 
Numbers wise, the market has more 
than doubled from 200 to over 473 units 
per year in recent times. From a coach-
builder’s point of view, a double decker 
coach presents many challenges. Do I put 
the height upstairs or downstairs? What 
about the door positioning? 

One of the fi rst things noticeable about 
the Futura was that passengers can stand 
up on both decks. Th e secret is in a new 
‘sandwich’ type design in the roof, and 
use of lighter weight components giving 
1.86m headroom on the lower deck and 
1.72 upstairs. On the test coach there 
were 74 seats, but it can be confi gured to 
accommodate 91 passengers at maximum 
for the Belgian market.

Passengers will be pleased with the comfort 
levels, as entry through both doors is easy 
with no high steps to encounter. Upstairs 
the overhead luggage racks are spacious 
enough, although in the lower section, they 
are understandably less spacious. Th ere is 
no problem in reaching the control panel 

in the roof line and both staircases have 
well placed steps with the aid of safely 
positioned grab handles.

Driving the Futura was less challenging 
than imagined. Oft en a double decker gives 
a claustrophobic feeling, but the manner 
in which the lower deck slopes upward at 
the front provides the driver with a bett er 
view. In an urban sett ing one can see road 
signs and traffi  c lights a lot bett er. A low 
dash area and excellent mirror positioning 
removes most blind spots. One slight 
hiccup however is the position of the 
handbrake lever. Powered by the PACCAR 

(DAF) MX-13 510hp engine and coupled 
to the ZF AS-Tronic gearbox, the Futura 
is extremely agile. Although being one 
of the longest coaches on the test, it has 
a turning circle of 24.3m and at 14.4m. 
Price as tested is €490,000.


