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It is now a legal requirement that private 
buses involved in the organised transport 
of children be fitted with appropriate 

and fi t for purpose safety belts or restraint 
systems according to the Road Safety Authority 
(RSA).  Th is applies to the transportation of a 
group of three or 
more children 
where transporting 
the children is the 
primary reason for 
the journey.  Th is 
includes school 
transport bus 
services, school 
trips or organised 
outings such as 
sporting or social 
events, etc.  It does 
not include the 
transport of children on bus services off ered 
to the general public (i.e. scheduled urban or 
inter-urban bus services). Buses involved in the 
Departments of Education’s School Transport 
Scheme have been required to be fi tt ed with 
safety belts since January 2007.

Organisations or individuals engaged in hiring 
or contracting bus services for the organised 
transport of children should ensure that the 

vehicle used is fi tt ed with safety belts and 
that these safety belts meet the required 
standards.

Th e majority of buses in the national fl eet 
should have documentation to show that their 

safety belts or 
restraint systems 
meet the required 
standards.  Th is is 
due to the additional 
requirement, 
i nt roduced i n 
October 2010, 
as part of the 
roadworthiness 
test, where owners 
of buses have 
been required to 
present certifi cation 

showing that the vehicle’s safety belts were 
installed to an acceptable standard. 
 
It remains the legal responsibility of the bus 
owner and driver to ensure that their vehicle, and 
all its components, is in such a condition that no 
danger is likely to be caused to any person. Th is 
includes having the correct certifi cation for the 
safety belts or restraint systems.

New Safety Belt requirements for 
transport of Children on Private BusesVolvo Van Hool f irst for 

Hammonds Coach Hire

Ireland’s fi rst Van Hool 13.26 metre coach 
to be built on a Volvo D13B chassis is now 
in service at Hammond Coach Hire of 
Dromahane, Mallow, County Cork.  At 
3.7 metres in height, the 6x2 unit has 55 
reclining seats plus toilet, and comes with 
a ‘Deluxe’ touring specifi cation.

Anchor furthers grip on Volvo

Anchor Tours, based in Bellurgan, Dundalk 
recently invested in a new Volvo 9700 coach, 
with prestige plus bodywork, joining a fl eet 
of 23 other Volvos.  Specifi ed with 53 TS 
2000 Comfort Plus half leather seats, the 
Volvo 6x2 13-metre B13R chassis is powered 
by a rear-mounted Euro 5 13-litre 460 hp 
diesel mated to Volvo’s I-Shift  12-speed 
transmission.  “We’ve had 9700s before,” 
said Seamus Keenan, Anchor Tours owner, 
“and this latest coach is absolutely beautiful, 
I just love the interior,” he continued.

New UITP Secretary General

Alain Flausch has been elected as the new 
Secretary General of UITP, the International 
Association for Public Transport.  He will 
take over from Hans Rat, who is retiring aft er 
13 years at the helm.  Mr. Ousmaine Th iam, 
Senior V.P. of the Organisation comes in 
alongside Mr. Flausch as President.

As the CEO of the Société des Transports 
Intercommunaux de Bruxelles (STIB), the 
public transport company in Brussels, for 
the last 11 years, and President of UITP 
since 2009, A lain 
Flausch has long-
standing experience 
in the public transport 
sector and in UITP.

BUS LANE
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Bus Éireann upgrades
* Enhancements include Wi-fi  on buses, real-
time travel info, and upgraded coaches & bus 
shelters, while Cork to get Real Time Passenger 
Information

A €1.1 million upgrade of Bus Éireann vehicles 
and facilities has been announced by Minister 
for Transport, Tourism & Sport Leo Varadkar. 
Capital funding will be used to:

 • Install wi-fi  internet access on Bus Éireann 
main commuter and city services;
Real-time displays at eight bus stations • 
around Ireland, to provide up-to-the-minute 
service information;
Upgrade 10 double decker buses in Cork and • 
Galway, increasing capacity in these cities in 
the process;
Refurbish 20 city buses in Cork, Limerick, • 
Galway and Waterford;
Upgrade or replace 25 new bus shelters on • 
commuter routes.

 
“Th is is an important investment in Bus Éireann. 
I am pleased that in these diffi  cult times for 
the economy, it’s possible to continue to invest 
strategically in the national bus company. 
Th ese investments will bring tangible benefi ts 
for passengers and will help Bus Éireann to 
continue providing a high standard of service. 
Th e upgraded coaches will improve passenger 
experiences, and the provision of new wi-fi  

services will allow Bus Éireann to remain 
competitive.
 “Th e real-time passenger information signs 
will also help Bus Éireann competitively, while 
bringing a direct benefi t to passengers. And it’s a 
particular pleasure to provide new or upgraded 
bus shelters for passengers, in areas which have 
long sought these facilities.”

Already operational in Dublin, the National 
Transport Authority is to deliver Real Time 
Passenger Information signs in Cork city by the 
end of this year, making travelling by bus in the 
Southern capital far more convenient. As part 
of the rollout, 50 RTPI signs will be erected, 
giving bus passengers real time information of 
when the next bus will arrive.  

As Cork is the fi rst city to get this system using 
Bus Éireann data, target dates are subject to 
delivery of interfaces which allow Automatic 
Vehicle Location to communicate with the 
Real Time system.

Th e expansion of this system has been made 
possible by Ministerial Order to provide RTPI 
to Cork, Galway, Limerick and Waterford.  At 
fi rst the system will only work with Bus Éireann 
data but it is expected to be open to private 
operators next year.



Ireland’s leading independent coach and 
bus operator, J J Kavanagh & Sons Ltd 
(Urlingford, County Kilkenny) has further 

increased its business interest across the UK 
with the purchase of the entire share capital 
and assets of Watford based Mullany’s Coaches 
Limited.  Similar to Kavanagh’s in operation as 
a family run business, Mullany Coaches has 
been operating private hire coaches and local 
buses runs and school bus services for over 37 
years.  Its headquarters in Watford is accredited 
by VOSA (Th e Vehicle & Operator Standards 
Agency) for its state-of-the-art workshop.

Kevin Crawford, Managing Director of 
Mullany’s Coaches commented on the deal.  
“J J Kavanagh which was established in 1919 
and is in the hands of a third generation has 
a moral and ethical business outlook towards 
staff  and customers that mirrors our own.  For 

all of our coach hire clients, bus passengers and 
engineering customers, it will quite simply be 
‘business as usual’.  We look forward to being 
part of a larger group and continuing to grow our 
business by paying particular att ention to both 
detail and customer’s requirements, off ering a 
fi rst class travel solution using our fl eet of over 
100 Setra Coaches.”

Currently, J J Kavanagh & Sons Ltd undertakes 
coach tours on behalf of many International 
clients such as Trafalgar Tours, Collett e and 
Abbey Tours, both in the UK and across 
Europe.

With the intention of 
building closer links to 
boost domestic touring 

in Ireland, the Coach Tourism & 
Transport Council (CTT C) held 
its end-of-Summer gathering over 
two days in the Shannon region.  
Following Executive and Council 
Meetings, the Group’s members 
visited Bunratt y, the Foynes Boat 
Museum and then took a tour 
of the home of Munster Rugby, 
Th omond Park.

“The more we can encourage 
Irish people to take bus trips to 
Irish destinations, the more we 
can help our economy, and our 
own members’ prospects too.  
Already, many of our members 
create their own tours within 
Ireland for Irish people.  Because 
fewer people can now aff ord to 
fl y abroad, it’s actually a growing 
area,” explained Gerry Mullins, 
Manager, CTT C.

J J Kavanagh & Sons acquires Mullany’s Coaches (Watford)

CTTC aims to boost local Coach Tourism

Volvo Bus has entered the next phase 
of diesel-electric hybrid development 
with a plug-in facility to further 

extend its city bus fl eet’s silent emission-
free distance coverage.  Th ree buses will be 
tested using this technology in Gothenburg, 
Sweden, supported by the European Union 
to the tune of €1.4m.

“Reducing the total global energy consumption 
is the most important measure today and in 
the future,” says Volvo Buses CEO Håkan 
Karlsson. “Th e bus is already today clearly 
the most energy-effi  cient vehicle for public 
transport and our hybrid bus will accentuate its 
position as the best environmental option.”

“But, we must continue to reduce energy 

consumption 
and for us in 
the bus industry, this involves fi nding solutions 
to increase electricity use.”

The concept is based on placing battery 
charging stations at the end stations of the 
bus lines. By charging the batt ery there for fi ve 
to ten minutes, it could signifi cantly extend 

the time that the bus is able to operate only 
on electricity. Th is could entail distances of 
up to ten kilometers, with the corresponding 
advantages in the form of silent traffi  c with 
no local emissions. It can be controlled so 
that the bus operates on electricity in densely 
populated areas or in particularly sensitive 
environmental areas, while the diesel engine 
can be used on other parts of the route. 

“We expect to be able to reduce the energy 
consumption in a city bus by up to 65% 
compared with today’s diesel buses,” added 
Håkan. “And, the plug-in hybrid bus will be 
able to reduce diesel consumption and thus 
carbon-dioxide emissions by more than 
75%.”

Having promoted the International 
Road Transport Unions (IRU) Smart 
Move campaign on an ongoing basis 

for a number of years, Fleet Bus & Coach 
offi  cially signed the Charter at the recent 
Fleet Transport Awards event.  In the presence 
of Graham Smith, Vice President IRU and 
President of the IRU Passenger Transport 
Council, Jarlath Sweeney, Group Editor, 
Fleet Publications committ ed its Fleet Bus & 
Coach magazine “to support the ‘Smart Move’ 
campaign to promote the services and increase 
the use of buses and coaches worldwide.”

Mr. Smith, while att ending the Fleet Bus & 
Coach Awards as Guest of Honour encouraged 
Bus and Coach Association/Federations to join 
the Smart Move Campaign and help realise 

the objective 
of doubling the 
use of buses and coaches in the next decade, 
“which will bring substantial benefi ts to society 
and communities in terms of reducing CO2 
emissions, improve road safety, decrease traffi  c 
congestion and create new jobs,” he said.  

Pictured aft er the signing of the Charter are 
Jarlath Sweeney and Graham Smith.

More details on the Bus & Coach Smart Move 
campaign on www.busandcoach.travel.

Volvo developing a plug-in hybrid bus

Fleet Bus & Coach signs Smart Move Campaign
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AWARDS

W ith bus and coaches at the 
coalface of the Irish Tourism 
industry, operators and service 
providers play an important 

role when it comes to meeting and greeting 
visitors and passengers.  Fleet Bus & Coach 
Magazine in association with Groeneveld paid 
tribute to the professionals in the business at 
its biennial Fleet Bus & Coach Awards.

At a special event held at the Crowne 
Plaza Hotel, Dublin att ended by a broad 
representation from the passenger transport 
industry, a total of eight prizes were presented 
by guest of honour Mr. Graham Smith, Vice-
President of the International Road Transport 
Union, and President of the IRU Passenger 
Transport Council.  

Category winners were announced in the 
three Coach Operator of the Year Awards with 
Callinan Coaches (Galway) and Halpenny 
Travel (Dundalk) taking the main prizes in 
the Inter City & Commuter classes, while 
the Dualway Group (Dublin) and Kerry 
Coaches (Killarney) shared top honours in 
the Tours section.

J O’Callaghan (Killarney) secured the Bus 
Operator of the Year Award, with Matt hews 
Coach Hire’s (Monaghan) continuous 
investment in safety being acknowledged 
by the judging panel by winning the Safety 
Award.  In the best Livery class, Mangan 
Tours (Donegal) made an impression with its 
special livery on its Volvo 9700 fl agship while 
Suirway Bus & Coach Services (Waterford) 
were the recipients of the Innovation Award.  

Finally in the Care for the Environment 
category, Aircoach (Dublin) was honoured 
for its ‘Drive Green’ Policy.

In addressing the audience, Mr. Graham 
Smith called for support through the IRU’s 
Smart Move campaign, “to improve the 
image of buses and coaches in the eyes of 
politicians, the media and, ultimately, in the 
eyes of the customers themselves, and by the 
same token, to considerably increase the use 
of our services.”

“Our business and policy objective is both 
simple and extremely ambitious: we want to 
increase the use of bus and coach services in 
the decades to come – indeed to double their 
use.  We believe that this is a commendable 
business policy and social objective, since 
doubling the use of our services in the EU 
alone will mean:

reducing CO• 2 emissions by at least 50 
million tonnes per year;
reducing road fatalities by more than • 
3000 per year;
reducing congestion in cities at zero cost • 
to taxpayers, as a result   of the expected 
10-15% fall of car traffi  c;
creating 4 million new, stable and green • 
jobs.

What politician would not promote such 
objectives?”

Winners Galore at
Fleet Bus & Coach 
Awards 2012

Erik Van Alphen (Groeneveld)

Graham Smith (IRU)

Joe Richardson (Hi-Power)

Sean Murtagh (Fleet Bus & Coach)
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AWARDS

Coach Operator of the Year 
Commuter
Winner: Halpenny Travel

(l-r) Erik Van Alphen (Groeneveld); Graham Smith (IRU); John Halpenny (Halpenny 
Travel); Dermot Tracey (Hi-Power) and Sean Murtagh (Fleet Bus & Coach).

Coach Operator of the Year  
Tours
Joint Winner: Kerry Coaches

(l-r) Sean Murtagh (Fleet Bus & Coach); Erik Van Alphen (Groeneveld); Alan O’Connor 
(Kerry Coaches); Dermot Tracey (Hi-Power) and Graham Smith (IRU).

Bus Operator of the Year
Winner: J O’Callaghan & Sons

(l-r) Graham Smith (IRU); Sean Murtagh (Fleet Bus & Coach); Erik Van Alphen 
(Groeneveld); Eamon O’Callaghan (J O’Callaghan & Sons); Joe Richardson (Hi-
Power).

Coach Operator of the Year 
Inter City
Winner: Callinan Coaches Ltd

(l-r) Graham Smith (IRU); Erik Van Alphen (Groeneveld); Tommy Callinan (Callinan 
Coaches Ltd); Joe Richardson (Hi-Power) and Sean Murtagh (Fleet Bus & Coach).

Coach Operator of the Year  
Tours
Joint Winner: Dualway Group

(l-r) Graham Smith (IRU); Sean Murtagh (Fleet Bus & Coach); Erik Van Alphen 
(Groeneveld); Ailbhe Roche (Dualway Group); Dermot Tracey (Hi-Power).
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Livery Award
Winner: Mangan Tours

(l-r) Graham Smith (IRU); Erik Van Alphen (Groeneveld); Patrick Mangan (Mangan 
Tours); Dermot Tracey (Hi-Power) and Sean Murtagh (Fleet Bus & Coach).

Innovation Award
Winner: Suirway Bus & Coach Services Ltd

(l-r) Graham Smith (IRU); Erik Van Alphen (Groeneveld); Brian Lynch (Suirway 
Bus & Coach Services Ltd); Sean Murtagh (Fleet Bus & Coach) and Maurice Kearney 
(Hi-Power).

Care for the Environment Award
Winner: Aircoach

(l-r) Graham Smith (IRU); Erik Van Alphen (Groeneveld); Alan Parker (Aircoach); 
Joe Richardson (Hi-Power) and Sean Murtagh (Fleet Bus & Coach).

Safety Award
Winner: Matt hews Coach Hire

(l-r) Graham Smith (IRU); Sean Murtagh (Fleet Bus & Coach); Erik Van Alphen 
(Groeneveld); Noel Matthews (Matthews Coach Hire); Maurice Kearney (Hi-
Power).

For over 40 years the Groeneveld Group 
has been active in the development, 
production, marketing and sales of 

innovative products and services for effi  ciency and 
safety in transport, bus and coach, earthmoving 
and construction, railway, agriculture and 
industry. With the slogan ‘Your effi  ciency is our 
Challenge’ Groeneveld Transport Effi  ciency 
off ers automatic greasing systems, Greensight 
camera and acoustic safety systems and 
Oilmaster oil management systems. Groeneveld 
Group has its head offi  ce in Gorinchem (NL) 
and a state-of-the-art production facility in the 
Italian Cassago Brianza (Lecco). Th e company 
has its own sales and service locations in Europe, 
North and South America, North and South 
Africa, China, Australia and New Zealand. 

Additionally, independent dealers and importers 
represent the company in various countries. 
Groeneveld Group has over 500 employees and 
is active in over forty countries.

Groeneveld is well-known for delivering systems 
to the aft er-market and for fi rst installation 
at leading manufacturers of trucks, trailers, 
buses and earth-moving plant and construction 
equipment during the past few years. The 
Oilmaster is off ered ex-factory by a large number 
of leading bus manufacturers. Th e Oilmaster 
oil management system is an advanced oil 
management system that makes sure that the 
engine oil is always at exactly the right level and 
eliminates the necessity for daily oil checks. 
All 4,000 buses of KMB, the public transport 

company in Hong Kong are, for example, 
equipped with Groeneveld’s Oilmasters for 
this reason.

Hi-Power established in 1972 and built on 
the strength of truck products in the earlier 
years namely Groeneveld Vehicle Mounted 
Automatic Greasing Systems and Hydrocar 
P.T.O’s, Truck Hydraulics, Bulk Discharge, 
Blowers, Compressors, Cargo Pump Systems, 
Bulk Milk Collection Systems, Reverse with 
Safety Obstacle Detectors, Road Speed Limiters, 
Winch Systems. Hi-Power has specialised in 
many areas to do with trucks, HGV’s and is by 
far the leader in these products to date. Hi-Power 
has three locations in Ireland, Dublin, Cork, 
Belfast.  In 1997 Hi-Power achieved ISO9002 
accreditation and in 1999 opened it’s fi rst offi  ce 
in the U.K.

Groeneveld Group “40 years leading in effi  ciency”
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When Sherry Knight, Producer and 
Lucy McLennan, Series Producer 
from Splash Media were in the 

process of recording a programme for BBC1 
featuring chef James Martin at Scarborough 
Hospital, they discovered Th omas the Tank 
on the Children’s Ward.  Th omas is a themed 
meal trolley that delivers meals from the 
kitchens to the wards.  Th is oft en encourages 
sick children to eat and they are always excited 
when ‘Th omas’ makes an appearance.

Sadly, Th omas is now 15 years old and was 
looking rather sorry for himself aft er so many 
years of service. Splash Media approached 

Plaxton to discuss the viability of a refi t.

Plaxton’s Director General Manager, Alan 
Atkinson, was only too willing to help.  Th omas 
duly arrived at the factory in Scarborough and 
a general assessment was made.  Poor Th omas, 
he really wasn’t too well at all.  Materials were 
purchased and the refurbishment undertaken. 
It is hoped that ‘Th omas’ will now give many 
more years of service and encourage many 
children to eat the healthy food now on off er 
at Scarborough Hospital.

Newcastlewest 
based Coach 
House Travel, 

recently reached a 
milestone in its business 
when two of its f leet 
surpassed the magical 
500,000 kilometre 
mark, joining another 
vehicle that is closing 
in on 600,000!
 
Th e three vehicles (two 
Transits and a Tourneo Connect mini-bus), part 
of a total fl eet of 10 that Coach House operates, 
were all sourced from nearby Ford Dealer, 
Cavanaghs of Charleville. Th e ’07 registered 
vehicles, still resplendent in silver, are on the 
road daily, doing the business for Coach House. 
Proprietor Margaret Kinehan is justifi ably proud 
of her fl eet: “Th ese vans have been very good 

to us. Th ey are proof, if any were needed, that 
once you have the right vehicle and you look 
aft er it with regular care and att ention, it won’t 
let you down.”
 
Ford Ireland Commercial Manager, Ger Canty 
and colleague Padraig Duane were on hand 
at Cavanaghs to commemorate the occasion, 

reuniting Sales Manager 
Liam Herlihy with his 
customers once more. 
Liam added: “To be 
honest, if the vans 
keep going like this, 
I’m unlikely to see the 
Kinehan family too 
often! But, in saying 
that, this is what we 
like to see: customers 
gett ing great use and 
a long life out of their 

vehicles. It makes our jobs very satisfying when 
we see these milestones reached.”
Pictured (l/r) Padraig Duane, Ford Ireland; Pa Ryan 
and Padraig Kinihan, Coach House Travel; Margaret 
Kinehan, Proprietor, Coach House Travel; Ger Canty, 
Commercials Manager, Ford Ireland; and Liam Herlihy, 
Sales Director, Cavanaghs of Charleville.

FLEETING SHOTS

Plaxton helps keep Thomas steaming!

‘Miles of Smiles’ clocked-up for Coach House Travel’s Ford buses

To bett er serve an expanding 
g loba l c ustomer-ba se, 
Allison Transmission has 

opened a multimillion euro 15-
acre Customer Experience Center 
(ACE) and Demonstration and Drive 
Track adjacent to its new state-of-
the-art transmission manufacturing 
facility located in Szentgotthárd, 
Hungary. Allison currently operates 
commercial vehicle demonstration 
and drive centers in the United States 
and Sweden, where thousands of 
commercial vehicle operators and 
original equipment manufacturers 
experience the features and benefi ts of Allison 
fully automatic transmissions. Th e Allison 

drive centers typically have a varied vehicle 
inventory including dump trucks, distribution 

vehicles, concrete mixers, heavy-
hauliers, fi re trucks, buses and other 
commercial vehicles.

A hundred years ago, James A. 
Allison was one of four original 
founders of the Indianapolis Motor 
Speedway (IMS), home of the Indy 
500. He built the IMS track to 
test and demonstrate the newest 
automotive technologies of the day. 
Today, Allison Transmission applies 
that same tradition to present day 
commercial trucks and buses and 
believes Mr. Allison would be proud 

of the design of the Szentgott hárd, Hungary, 
Demonstration and Drive Track.

Allison opens Customer Experience Centre



…Take a look at Plaxton, from the best selling Cheetah, the 
acclaimed Panther and the stunning Elite, there’s a new or used 
coach to suit your needs.

Panther

Cheetah

Elite

Before you buy a coach in 2012...
COACHING EXCELLENCE

Plaxton Coach Sales Centre
Crossroads, Anston
Sheffield, S25 4DL
T: 0044 1909 551166   e: coachsales@plaxtonlimited.co.uk

www.plaxtonlimited.co.uk
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Six of the best at International 
Coach of the Year Award - EuroTest

T he event to fi nd the International 
Coach of the Year for 2012, was 
hosted this year in the picturesque 
town of Arendal, Norway. Over 

four days a jury of nineteen assessed each 
vehicle on a wide range of criteria to select the 
winner. Not only were the vehicles assessed, 
each manufacturer was also required to present 
the merits of their respective off ering.  ‘Fleet 
Bus and Coach’ was there to represent Ireland 
on the judging panel, and to consider the 
vehicle’s qualities from the Irish operators 
perspective. 

Six manufacturers (Irizar, Scania, Setra, VDL, 
Viseon, and Volvo) entered high quality vehicles 
and each individually must be commended for 
their eff orts in the manner test units were 
prepared. Credit must also go to our Norwegian 
hosts for their organizational skills in making 
the event such a success.

Th e event began with each of the vehicles 
undergoing a series of handling, acceleration, 
and braking tests on the ‘Skandinavisk 
Traffi  kksenter’ test track. Each vehicle was 
assessed and inspected against a check list 

of items to be considered. Th e list included 
ease of access, build quality, luggage capacity, 
and seating for example. From the checklist a 
weighting scale was drawn up to ensure fairness, 
in that any individual Coach with exceptional 
non standard fi tt ings could not accrue extra 
points over another. Th is was important as 
some of the vehicles were special demonstration 
vehicles equipped to show all available options 
from the manufacturers catalogue. 

Read on for the assessment report and 
the fi nal result.

Irizar i6
Th e Spanish manufacturer has always been 
popular with Irish operators, and as a company 
Irizar is gaining market share from other 
manufacturers across all its activities. Sales for 
2010 reached 433 million and forecasts for 2011 
are expected to top 500 million.

Irizar’s i6 is a handsome business-like coach, 
with modern exterior styling matched with a 
bright pleasant interior. With an overall length 
of 12.2 metres it was the shortest coach on test 
by a small margin but catered well for the 51+1+1 
occupants with a high standard of trim and 
comfort. Using an aluminum and composite 
body provides a sense of lightness, however 
it manages to give positive feedback from the 
road with no tendency for the body to roll 
excessively - i6 is also fully compliant with the 

future R.66.01 roll over standard. 

Th is Irizar is powered by a Euro 5 EEV six 
cylinder DAF MX 300, rated at 410 hp (300 kW) 
which provides 2,000 Nm of torque between 
1,000-1,400 rpm and meets Euro 5 by means 
of SCR. In keeping with two other Coach of 
the Year contenders a ZF 12 speed AS Tronic 
automated gearbox  is the standard transmission 
and compliments the MX 300 very well.

Th e driver’s cockpit gives a commanding view 
and is ergonomically well designed. Driving 
the Irizar i6 is very assured and road holding is 
fi rst rate. Acceleration is smooth and the Wabco 
controlled Knorr calipers and discs give assured 
progressive stopping. 

From the driver’s perspective, i6 is an enjoyable 
and easy coach to drive, and comes with an 
impressive list of safety equipment, both active 
and passive. Safety is a high priority for the 
manufacturer, and along with EBS, ECAS 
and ACC the list also features tyre pressure 
monitoring, Bi-Xeon and Led lighting as 
standard. Irizar’s 120 years of experience in 
vehicle production shows in the build quality and 
att ention to detail, and the i6 would compliment 
any fl eet. 
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Scania Touring HD 
Scania’s Touring cannot compare with the levels 
of comfort off ered by some the other  entrants, 
for the reason that the target market for the 
Touring HD is a diff erent area of operation. It is 
sold as a “tourist bus suitable for a tourist service” 
and this it does well. Th e 13.7 metre rear-steer 
tri-axle will accommodate 57+1+1 in comfort 
for reasonable journey times, and is primarily 
an all purpose coach, which can do anything 
and go anywhere. If needed trim levels can be 
upgraded from Standard for occasional service 
to Luxury to Super Luxury. 

Once an order is placed the chassis is moved 
to Scania’s partners Higger in China, where a 
production line using Scania components was 
established in 2007. On completion the coach 
is shipped back to Europe for fi nal inspection 

and delivery. 

Th e Touring is a powerful vehicle producing 
2,300 Nm between 1,000 and 1,300 rpm, easily 
the highest torque fi gure of the vehicles entered. 
440 hp is available from Scania’s Euro 5 DC13 
engine which is more than adequate to move 
the Coach along fully loaded. 

On our test drives the improvements made to the 
12 speed Opticruise are immediately apparent, 
though we would feel that there is still some 
room for further refi nements. Th e driver’s area, 
while spacious, suff ers from the controls and 
switchgear feeling a litt le cheap, and visibility 
especially to the driver side mirror could be 
improved, as the pillar tends to impede the line 
of sight. Noise levels were a touch higher than we 
would have expected, but not unduly so. 

Overall as a value for money vehicle which will 
do anything asked of  it, Scania’s Touring HD 
hits the mark. It does not have the fi ve star luxury 
of other vehicles, but then it does not have a fi ve 
star price tag. In addition, being able to deal 
directly with your local Scania dealer for all 
parts and servicing has long term benefi ts over 
the life of the vehicle.

Setra S416 GT-HD/2
Presented in a striking ‘Caribbean’ blue livery, 
this Setra was sure to be noticed, and it was 
eyecatching though not just for the colour. 
Th e 400 series has been a success story for the 
German producer with over fi ft een thousand 
units sold throughout Europe. Th e 13.02 metre 
long S416 was the longest of the vehicles tested 
with the exception of the tri-axle Scania, and 
Setra put the extra space to good use by fi tt ing 
a spacious kitchen and rear toilet. Th is did aff ect 
the seating capacity leaving it able to cater for 
42+1+1. All interior fi xtures and fi tt ings were 
from the top drawer and were put together in a 
manner befi tt ing any luxury saloon car. 

Th e Setra uses the 12 litre Mercedes-Benz 
OM457LA which develops 428 hp (315 kW) 

and achieves Euro 5 EEV compliance by means 
of SCR. Th e rear mounted engine was never 
stressed on our test drives, and when travelling 
in the ‘Voyage Plus’ reclining rear seats was 
hardly noticeable. 

Apart from the aforementioned blue livery, 
the Setra diff ered from the other entrants in 
the fact that it was the only one with an eight 
speed transmission. However performance 
on the test routes was excellent, and with 
2,100 Nm of torque available from 1,000 rpm, 
fewer transmission shift s made for a smoother 
drive.  

Again  safety  is paramount and with the 
resources of Daimler AG in the background 
the S416 came with every conceivable safety 

enhancing device currently available. In addition 
to the safety features the Setra arguably provided 
the most comfortable ride for passengers and 
driver. Driver comforts are exceptional with a 
cockpit which is best described as elegant.

With over 15,000 units on the roads of Europe 
the 400 Series is well-known and familiar to most 
drivers, and is oft en viewed as the benchmark 
for others to aspire too. It caters to driver and 
passengers alike, with a high quality comfort 
and exceptional performance.
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Volvo 9500
Volvo’s 9500 was presented to the jury in the 
livery of the ‘Volvo Ocean Race’ which has 
just set off  from Alicante (E) and is scheduled 
to fi nish mid July 2012, in Galway. Th e 49 seat 
9500 has been designed to compliment the 9700 
and 9900 models, and should be familiar to any 
driver who has experience of those models. 
Marketed to meet the needs of the medium 
sector the 9500 has all the hallmarks we have 
come to expect from Volvo in particular in the 
area of safety. 

Fitt ed with Volvo’s 6 cylinder D9B Euro 5 SCR 
engine developing 380 hp at 1,900 rpm, the 9500 
was the lowest powered of the vehicles tested. 
Th at said, its performance in the braking and 

acceleration tests puts it ahead of some of the 
larger engined vehicles. 

As the 9500 is a vehicle targeting the medium 
sector it drives like a slightly scaled down 
version of the 9700, which is really what it aims 
to achieve.  Build quality is as good as its bigger 
brothers, though some att ention to detail has not 
been brought through to the drivers cockpit. 
Th e equipment level is ‘Optimal’ as against the 
Premium, Superior and Prestige specifi cations 
for the 9700 and 9900. However this will suit 
many Irish operators for the typical day to day 
tours and excursions.  

With a rigid front axle the ride is somewhat 
stiff er up front, but overall the handling and 

stability is typical Volvo. Th e 12 speed I-Shift  
transmission is superb and it seems that Volvo 
has the ability to match transmission ratios to 
suit any vehicle in their range.  

Volvo has developed the 9500 for a market where 
operators are extremely cost conscious.  It aims to 
keep running costs as low as possible and believes 
that low running costs will att ract operators 
who now examine items of expenditure which 
previously were not considered as important. 
For Irish operators the 12.3 metre 9500 will 
off er a viable option to the 9700 without having 
to compromise too much.

VISEON C13
Founded by Joachim Reinmuth in 2008, 
VISEON Bus GmbH acquired the former 
Neoplan production facility in Pilsting 
(D) in 2009. The company has two main 
shareholders, Joachim Reinmuth, and Erno 
Bartha, with a minority shareholding held by 
MAN Nutzfahrzeuge AG (MAN Commercial 
Vehicles). Which now trades as MAN Truck 
and Bus - both Reinmuth and Bartha are former 
high ranking employees of MAN. With fi erce 
competition from established manufacturers in 
the marketplace, it is a brave venture to create a 
new vehicle marque at this time.

Th e C13 is VIESON’s second model to be 
launched, the C10 Midi-bus being the fi rst.  
Certainly the C13 styling both back and 
front is diff erent and refreshing, and on paper 
the driveline appears to be a winner, as all 

components are well proven. 

VISEON’s C13 is powered (not surprisingly) by 
the 6 cylinder 440 hp (324kW) MAN D2678. 
Th e MAN12 litre engine is driving through a 
12 speed ZF AS Tronic transmission, and with 
ZF axles front and back there is litt le wrong with 
the running gear. However the application just 
doesn’t seem to fi t together as well as it should. 
Similar issues are found in the drivers area, 
while there is ample space provided, pedal 
arrangements need to be realigned, as do the 
vehicle’s secondary controls, which are also 
somewhat light and could be improved.

In general, the C13 drives reasonably well, if 
a touch noisy when seated at the rear. What 
VISEON’s new off ering has  is a well designed and 
well appointed area for the 48+1+1 passengers, 
ample luggage space, and some insightful touches 

with fi xtures and fi tt ings, as well as good safe 
access and egress through the doors. 

Th ere is no question regarding the talents and 
experience of the people behind VISEON in 
vehicle design and manufacturing. With some 
more refi nement of the product we could be 
watching the birth of a new player in the coach 
building world. 
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Irizar Scania Setra VDL Viseon Volvo
Model i6 Touring HD S 416 GT-HD / 2 Futura FHD2 129 C 13 9500
Seating 51+1+1 57+1+1 42+1+1+ (Kitchen) 45+1+1 (Tables) 48+1+1 49+1+1
Engine DAF MX 300 Scania DC 13 10 MB OM457  LA DAF MX 300 MAN D 2676 Volvo D9B
Type In-line 6 cyl In Line 6 cyl In line 6 cyl In-line 6 cyl In line 6 cyl In line 6 cyl
Displacement 13 Litres 13 Litres 12 Litres 13 Litres 12 Litre 9 Litres
Power output 410 hp / 300 kW @

1,900 rpm
440 hp / 328 kW @ 
1,900 rpm

428 hp / 315 kW @ 410 hp / 300 kW @
1,900 rpm

440 hp / 324 kW @ 
1,900 rpm

380 hp / 280 kW @ 
1,900 rpm

Torque 2,000 Nm @
1,000 – 1,400 rpm

2,300 Nm @
1,000 – 1,300 rpm

2,100 Nm @
1,100

2,000 Nm @
1,000 – 1,500 rpm

2,100 Nm @
1,000 – 1,400 rpm

1,740 Nm @
1,200 rpm

Euro Rating Euro 5 EEV Euro 5 Euro 5 EEV Euro 5 EEV Euro 5 EEV Euro 5 
SCR /EGR SCR EGR SCR SCR EGR SCR
Transmission ZF AS Tronic Opticruise MB - PowerShift ZF AS Tronic ZF AS Tronic Volvo I-Shift 
Number of Ratios 12 12 8 12 12 12
Selection Type AMT AMT AMT AMT AMT AMT
Final Drive Ratio 2.93:1 3.07:1 3.90:1 2.93:1 - 2.85:1
Axles 2 3 (rear steer tag) 2 2 2 2
Front ZF Independent Scania Independent ZF Independent ZF Independent Rigid
Rear/s ZF AV 132 Scania MB H06 ZF AV 132 ZF AV 132 Volvo S/Reduction
Suspension WABCO Scania - WABCO - -
Front 2 Shock & Bellows Air Air 2 Shock & Bellows 2 Shock & Bellows 2 Shock & Bellows
Rear 4 Shock & Bellows Air Air 4 Shock & Bellows 4 Shock & Bellows 4 Shock & Bellows
Braking Discs all round Discs all round Discs all round Discs all round Discs all round Discs all round
Retardation ZF Power Intarder Intarder Voith VR 115 E ZF Power Intarder ZF Power Intarder Volvo Engine Brake

Length 12.2 Metres 13.7 Metres 13.02 Metres 12.875 Metres 12.70 Metres 12.3 Metres
Width 2.55 Metres 2.55 2.55 Metres 2.550 Metres 2.55 Metres 2.55 Metres
Height 3.73 Over A/C - 3.62 Over A/C 3.700 over A/C 3.56 Metres 3.61 Over A/c

VDL Futura FHD-129/410
What most impressed about VDL’s new Futura 
was the att ention to detail throughout the vehicle. 
From the progressive exterior styling through to 
the interior trim, all aspects of the modern coach 
were considered. Implementing ideas which work 
well for the manufacturer and equally well for 
the operator  include having all side windows 
left  and right the same size where possible, and 
all doors to the luggage compartments made 
to the same specifi cation. Th ese help to reduce 
production costs for the manufacturer and 
maintenance costs for the operator. Th e design 
of the driving area was done with a panel of eight 
drivers, and the results of the consultation can 
clearly be seen when you sit in the driving seat. 
In addition, VDL interviewed eighty vehicle 
operators to see what their needs were. 

Th e Futura’s 12.875 metre body on two axles 
has a seating capacity of 57+1+1, with three seat 
options to choose from. Well designed access 
through both doors and a low fl oor improves the 
whole travel experience for passengers, and 

provides additional 
safety benefits. The 
passenger area has a 
bright airy feel during 
daylight and the soft  
toned trim provides 
relaxed feel at night. 
Th e att ention to detail 
carries to all aspects 
which enhance the 
travelling experience 
for passengers, such as 
climate control, and 
reading lights.

Including the opinions gained from the driver 
panel means the cockpit area is unclutt ered, 
functional and ergonomically effi  cient. Ample 
storage space is provided for all manner of items a 
driver may need or manage to collect during the 
day’s work. Th e dashboard is clear of ancillary 
switches which are gathered on a control panel 
located beside the side window. Adjusting the 
steering wheel was somewhat crude but did allow 
for a wide range of movement. Again information 
from the drivers panel has improved all round 
visibility and improved the arrangement of 
rearview mirrors. 

VDL’s test vehicle was fi tt ed with a DAF MX 
300s and ZF’s 12 speed AS Tronic with Intarder. 
Th e 12.9 litre Euro 5 EEV, provides the Futura 
with 410hp (300 kW) and 2,000 Nm of torque. 
Th e driveline is very fl exibile and shift  changes 
precise, matching the topography at the time - if 
preferred other driveline options are available. 
Stopping power from the ZF/Knorr discs 
combined with the ZF Intarder brings the 
Coach to a confi dent halt. 

It only takes a few minutes to get a feel for the 
new Futura, it is quiet and smooth and is very 
responsive to inputs by the driver. Negotiating 
the narrow twisting Norwegian roads tested the 
accuracy of the steering and gave us a chance 
to assess how the body behaved to some sharp 
steering changes. Th e ZF steering gives Futura 
a turning circle of 22 metres, making the coach 
highly maneuverable in tight spots. As with the 
other entrants VDL places  a high value on the 
safety of its products, and Futura is equipped 
with the same range of passive and active systems 
previously mentioned. 

Th ere is litt le to fi nd fault with on the 2012 Coach 
of the Year, and the New Futura is a deserving 
of its title. Its is a credit to the designers and 
engineers at VDL to produce a vehicle which 
stands apart from a group of exceptional vehicles. 
Th e event is always a close - and the 2012 Coach 
of the Year was no diff erent. 
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W ith the London Olympics less 
than a year away, one would  
have expected  a bigger  presence 
of bus and coach manufacturers 

at Coach & Bus Live 2011.  Around 13 stands 
within Hall 17 (which was not fully used) 
featured various brands of diff erent sizes, with 
Optare, MAN and Plaxton/Alexander Dennis 
(ADL) calling upon the press to highlight their 
new arrivals.

In speaking with Jim Sumner, Managing 
Director, Optare at the launch of the revamped 
Tempo SR heavy-duty low-weight single decker, 
he said the new commuter bus will be produced 
at its new factory in Sherburn, Yorkshire, which 
is the UK’s fi rst all-new bus plant in 40 years.  
Th e new facility will see a further broadening of 
Optare’s conventional diesel and alternatively 
powered buses such as all-electric and diesel/
electric hybrids.  

ADL’s Enviro 200 midi-bus, Britain’s best selling 
PSV, has also benefi ted from a broad range of 
subtle but signifi cant modifi cations both inside 
and out.  While ADL’s export markets continue 
to fl ourish, new for UK and Irish operators is 
that from 2012, Plaxton’s top selling Panther 
body can now be supplied with Scania K360 
drivetrain.

News from an Irish prospective centred around 
a number of exhibitors  including  EVM, 
Politecnica, Nu-Track, UNVI & Wrightbus. 
Danny McGee is gradually building up business 
aft er the collapse of his Esker Bus & Coach 
company some two years ago.  His new fi rm 
EVM,  is based in Crawley and concentrates 
on Mercedes-Benz midi-coaches.  Apart from 
supplying UK and Irish markets.  EVM’s export 
sales are picking up with the appointment of an 
agent to cover the Benelux French and Spanish 
regions.  Interest has also come from as far away 
as Th ailand.

Paolo Grassett i, Marketing & Sales Manager 

UK & Ireland at 
Pol itecn ica SR L 
showcased the family 
owned designed and 
manufactured range 
of bus seats, with the 
new ARCO among the highlights.  “It is light, 
resistant, modern, good looking and, most of 
all, the most comfortable fi xed back seat in the 
market,” he said.  With a customer base consisting 
mainly within the public sector, Antrim based 
Nu-Track Ltd designs and manufactures a 
range of specialist vehicles including wheelchair 
accessible coach built buses and minibuses as 
well as school buses and mobile libraries.

UNVI, the Portuguese manufacturer, exhibited 
its new coach built Sprinter VEGA GT, that is 
specifi ed with 16 or 18 seats.  A choice of boot 
size from 2.8  to 4.0 cubic metres is also off ered.  
Side lockers too!  Th is version as described by 
Irish Sales Agent Liam Farrelly at Central Bus & 
Coach is the 515 (150hp) with Mercedes-Benz 
autobox.  Much interest was directed towards 
Wrightbus, with its new StreetLife integral 
bus.  Sales are starting to move with 100 units 
expected to be produced before year end at the 
Ballymena factory.  Fleet customers such as First, 
Arriva and Veolia have already signed up.

Volvo Bus once again displayed the popular 
9700 in Prestige Plus spec with the latest in 
Hybrid technology, the Volvo B5LH low-fl oor 
Double Deck quite conspicuous alongside.  Th is 
diesel/electric is powered by Volvo’s 4.76 litre 
Euro 5 (215 hp) unit mated to a 12-speed I-Shift  
transmission and an electric motor bolted onto 
the Wrightbus body.

One year ago MAN introduced their Natural 
Gas powered low-fl oor city bus in left  hand 
drive form, which drew mixed reaction from 
both the press and trial users.  Now the RHD 
version is ready to buy, that is Euro 6 and EEV 
compliant.  Advantages include low noise, low 
emissions and lower fuel consumption.  MAN 
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Bus UK has invested over £750,000 in developing 
and promoting the CNG project.  On the stand 
alongside the CNG powered EcoCity was a high 
spec Starliner destined for Shane Long, Simon 
Cox and fellow team members at Premier League 
Club West Bromwich Albion.  Also announced 
was the availability of MAN Financial Services 
for bus/coach operators that runs parallel with 
its truck fi nance off ering.

Interesting development too from Irizar, which 
sees growth potential by off ering additional 
chassis/driveline off erings to its ever-popular 
Scania options.  On display here were two coach 
built types powered by DAF MX engines.  Th e 
only way of knowing is by the discrete “Powered 
by DAF” badge on the rear panel.  Engine 
specialist Cummins has launched a new website 
www.cumminseuro6.com that is dedicated to 
answer all your questions relating to the pending 
Euro 6 engine emission legislation.  Business is 
brisk at its Darlington factory serving Asian as 
well as EU markets.

Xlite forged aluminium wheels has appointed 
M J McGuinness the Kilkenny based award 
winning haulier as one of its new distribution 
agents in Ireland.  Made in India, Xlite is a 
quality alloy, stronger and yet lighter (by 40%) 
compared to conventional steel wheels.  Another 
exhibiter with an Irish connection is Traffi  log 
UK, which has sold its telematics system to the 
ESB’s 2400 vehicle fl eet.  Deals have also been 
done with Bus Eireann & Dublin Bus.  Project 
Managers have been appointed in Ireland to 
look aft er customer care.

DKV Euro Service continues to support the 
Irish transport industry in general as the leading 
service provider to HGV/PSV sectors on the 
roads of Europe.  For over 75 years, DKV off ers 
various services including the DKV Card (Fuel 
& Tolls).

Although distributed by the one parent company 
headed up by Clive McNally, BMC & King Long 

buses/coaches were on show in two diff erent 
areas of Hall 17.  Low cost of ownership was 
the main selling points from both brands with 
the BMC Karisma 35 seat midi-coach and 
Nift y 27-seater being off ered at best ever prices.  
“Aff ordable luxury”, is the mott o at Chinese 
manufacturer King Long.  For example the 
XMQ 6800 29-seater coach comes in at less than 
£95,000, while the XMQ 6127 coach is sold at 
£179,950 and both have a 5 year warranty.

BAE Systems sponsored the Workshop Sessions 
held over the two days in a designated area.  Day 
One concentrated mostly on the company’s 
hybrid developments.  Mix Telematics continues 
to grow its customer base steadily.  Following on 
from its successful presentation and key sponsor 
of the Fleet Truck & Bus Forum.  Stoneridge 
had a number of representatives explaining the 
merits of its new One Minute Rule ready digital 
tachograph, SE5000 exact, which saves operators 
both time and money.

World-leading safety specialists Q’Strant 
focussed on three main product types, the 
Q’Winch, the QM3 and the QRT ranges.  All 
are diff erent methods of securing and elevating 
wheelchairs.

Ticket integration is something commuters 
in Dublin have been promised for ages.  Well, 
thanks to INIT, which supplies telematics and 
electronic fare collection systems, that dream 
will turn into a reality soon.  Its EVENDpc 
5-in-1 solution for Ticketing Dispatching, Sat 
Nav, Communication & Passenger Information 
makes public transport services more att ractive, 
faster and more effi  cient.

Bluebird Vehicles chose Coach & Bus Live to 
launch their new Orion Plus based on the Fiat 
Ducato and can accommodate 23 passengers.  
7.8 metres in length and 2.2 metres wide, the 
Orion Plus is fi tt ed with a 3.0 litre 157 bhp engine, 
automated gearbox and electronic destination 
equipment.
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Scania
Scania is celebrating too with 100 years of bus building this year. 
In launching a new version of the Scania Citywide low fl oor bus the 
Swedish brand will not have a Euro 6 engine until 2013. Scania also  
had a Touring HD coach on exhibit. Launched at Kortrijk two years 
ago, the Touring which has Higer (Chinese) bodywork is still not 
available as a right hand drive. Th ere are reports however that it may 
be available next year.

King Long
Chinese manufacturer, King Long, is no stranger to Busworld Belgium. 
In the past ten years it has manufactured 200,000 vehicles that were 
exported to 80 countries. So far this year 460 coaches have been sold 
in Europe. Two new vehicles were launched at the Kortrijk Show – a 
three door low fl oor Citybus and a 12m high deck coach. Earlier this 
year King Long signed a deal with Arriva to deliver 176 low fl oor 
buses to Malta.

Irizar
Spanish bus builder Irizar displayed its Irizar i6 model which it launched 
at the FIAA Show in Madrid last year. Having become more independent 
in recent years in terms of chassis partners, Irizar also presented an 
updated PB model. Currently Irizar is in the process of supplying two 
orders to Bus Eireann through Westard Scania.

Irisbus
Now under Fiat Industrial parentage, Irisbus, the bus/coach brand from 
Iveco introduced the newest version of its midi passenger vehicle based 
on the Daily panel van. Boasting the lastest line-up is the addition of a 
205hp diesel from the 3.0 litre Euro 5 engine family supplied by sister 
brand Fiat Powertrain Technologies, and which can be specifi ed with 
the ZF Agile autobox.

B.Y.D.
One bus brand that caught everyone’s att ention was B.Y.D. (Build 
Your Dream), which is backed by American investor Warren Buff et. 
Displaying its all-electric city bus with a range of 250 kilometres, B.Y.D. 
will enter European cities for trials in early 2012. eBus 12 is one of 
the fi rst electric buses in the World and it is expected to be available 
in right hand drive by the middle of next year.

Forty years ago a group of coach operators established a small bus 
Show near Kortrijk in Belgium. Since then the Busworld Show, as it 
has become known, has developed into the biggest exhibition of its 

type in the world. Held every second year this was the twenty-fi rst running 
of the event. 340 exhibitors from 32 countries displayed their products to 
28,000 visitors. For Busworld 2011 there were 70 bus builders exhibiting, 
including fi ve from China. It is highly regarded in the Belgian market with 
no less than four Government Ministers including the Prime Minister 
att ending the opening ceremony. One of the highlights of the exhibition 
was the presentation of the International Coach of the Year 2012 trophy to 
VDL. It was the second year in a row that the Belgian brand won this honour 
having been awarded the Bus of the Year title last year with the Citea.

Busworld – Kortrijk, Belgium 
        21-26 October 2011
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Xiamen Golden Dragon
Chinese manufacturer, Golden Dragon, att ended the Kortrijk Xpo 
for the fi rst time. As the top Chinese brand with 15% of the domestic 
market, it has the capacity to manufacture 40,000 vehicles per year. 
With two models fully homologated for Europe, an Inter city coach and 
a Hybrid City Bus (low fl oor), plans are to have a share of the European 
market in fi ve years, but we may have to wait for right hand drive.

Volvo
Volvo Bus introduced the 7900 Series which is 550 kg lighter than 
its predecessor. Available in early 2012, it will have a choice of three 
diff erent drivelines – hybrid, diesel and natural gas. Volvo is confi dent 
that the hybrid version will achieve fuel savings of 35%. In spite of a 
slow European market its volumes grew globally by 20% this year. 
Currently Volvo Bus is the largest Western brand in Asia.

Van Hool
Van Hool used the 2011 Show to launch a new range of coaches. 
Replacing the T9 range with a new line of vehicles, all coaches from 
the Alicron to the Astromega have been totally transformed with a 
new rounded and sleeker look and shape.

VDL
Benelux manufacturer had a range of new equipment on display including 
the Citea LLE (light low entry), an 18m Fuel Cell vehicle, and of course 
the International Coach of the Year 2012 winning Futura model. Last 
year the company introduced its new look logo and branding.

Temsa
Turkish manufacturer, Temsa, is now well established in Europe. 
having invested heavily in brand development, which has paid off . With 
order books full until mid-2012, Temsa is now present in forty markets 
worldwide. At Kortrijk. the MD9 which was launched last year in 
Hanover was on display alongside the Safari HD14 tri-axle version.

Setra
2011 marks a special time for Setra. Sixty years ago the fi rst Setra was 
sold and 100 years ago the fi rst Kassbohrer (predecessor of Setra) was 
built. Setra is an abbreviation of a phrase that means self supporting, 
in other words, integral. Although there was no mention of a new 
model it is curious that a ‘fi nal edition’ 415 GT-HD was on stand at 
the Show. Watch this space!
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T he horrors of spending a day sitt ing in 
a car queuing for petrol still lingers 
in the memory of many people. 
Aft er oil prices hit a high back in the 

late seventies, gas conversion kits became all the 
rage, especially for high mileage drivers and those 
who needed the car for work. Unfortunately the 
conversion kits were far from perfect and the 
resulting problems with cold starting, large gas 
cylinders in the boot and valve burnout have put 
most people off  to this day.

While the use of gas powered vehicles in Ireland 
spiralled into terminal decline, the rest of Europe 
continued to develop the technology, with some 
countries professing a particular fondness for 
the fuel. Now with the return of high oil prices 
and the environmental issues at the top of many 
people’s agenda, Europe-wide gas powered 
vehicles are making a dramatic comeback. 

Public Service Vehicles for city centre bus routes 
have never been the most glamorous vehicles on 
the roads. Th ey are designed to be functional, 
and reliable, their purpose is to transport people 
from one place to another safely and with a 
reasonable degree of comfort. Functionality 
and design specifi cations limit what can be 
done to improve the experience for the driver 
or the customer.

For what is eff ectively a large 11.98 metre box on 
wheels, MAN’s Natural Gas powered EcoCity 
(CNG) with Caetano designed aluminium 
body presents a welcoming profi le to intending 
passengers, which is continued through to the 
interior.  Seating capacity in the demonstrator 
allowed for 40+2 seats, and with the CNG storage 

tanks mounted neatly on the roof there is no loss 
in carrying capacity. Th e number of aluminium 
composite tanks needed depends on the intended 
distance to be covered; a total of eight can be 
mounted, with our demonstrator unit fi tt ed 
with four, giving it a range of approximately 
540 kms. MAN intend to off er the EcoCity in 
a variety of body types including articulated 
and double deck variants. Four types of seating 
arrangements can be ordered, with a selection 
of trims to suit all purposes and tastes. 

The bus is instantly driver friendly and 
refreshing in its simplicity. With a very short 
introduction to the controls any driver will 
quickly get accustomed to the unit. Due to a 
wide variation in vehicle specifi cation required 
by diff erent operators in this sector, the EcoCity 
demonstrator is presented in a basic format, with 
none of the available add-on extras fi tt ed. While 
all manner of equipment can be requested MAN 
prefers to present the basic model and allow 
operators to decide what they feel is necessary 
– if anything. 

Despite the basic but comfortable seat and no 
adjustable steering, the driving position appears 
to have been well thought out and should suit 
most drivers. All-round visibility is fi rst class, 
mirrors are simple and functional and therefore 
inexpensive to replace, and the dash layout 
and trim perfect to the intended use. Our only 
concern was that some drivers may fi nd that 
the assault screen interfered with the view of 
the nearside mirror. Th ough it must be said 
that this can arise with any manufacturer and 
is easily rectifi ed. 

Our test drive around Avonmouth and Bristol 
allowed an opportunity for EcoCity to shine. 
Contending with the everyday hazards of 
stop-start urban driving, the light feel of the 
bus combined with the quietness of the gas 
powered engine will no doubt help to reduce 
the stress level for what can be at times a very 
stressful occupation. City bus transport is 
about catering to the needs of passengers, who 
are aft er all the customers, as well as the needs 
of the driver. By making the driving element of 
the job easier, it allows him/her time to ensure 
that the customers needs are met. ZF’s EcoLife 
transmission is one important factor in making 
EcoCity so easy to drive, the transmission 
is exceptionally smooth and the extremely 
powerful integrated retarder allows for sparing 
use of the well balanced footbrake, which should 
help to reduce costs. 

Natural Gas Powers MAN EcoCity CNG 
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Ride comfort for the driver and passengers is 
fi rst-rate and is enhanced by the quiet smooth 
driveline and light pleasant interior helping 
to improve the overall experience of public 
transport. Th is is supported by a series of surveys 
MAN  has conducted with passengers of the 
Stagecoach Company in Merseyside where an 
EcoCity CNG is already operating, and there 
is some anecdotal evidence that passengers are 
opting to travel at times when they know the 
Ecocity is en-route. Interestingly the survey also 
indicated a willingness for people to pay a small 
premium for cleaner transport. Previously one 
area of concern people have expressed regarding 
gas vehicles was that of leaks and possible fi re. 
However the survey revealed that this concern 
is no longer an issue, and the general public 
are accepting of the assurances regarding the 
safety of the fuel. 

From our drive it is clear that MAN has done its 
homework and the result is a realistic contender 
in the drive for cleaner urban passenger transport. 
As a stand-alone vehicle the EcoCity is as 
enjoyable to drive as any large touring vehicle, 
and is as quiet and smooth as any hybrid 
alternative available. 

However, in the move for cleaner cities there 
is more to consider than how easy the vehicle 
is to drive. Consistently the same questions 
are asked about fuel supply, refuelling, and 
cost. At approximately Stg £55,000 extra the 
EcoCity is not cheap, however MAN’s General 
Sales Manager (UK) Tony Griffi  ths believes 
“that the extra investment will be recouped in 

approximately three years, due to savings from 
cheaper gas prices and no requirement for 
AdBlue”. Tony is convinced of this three year 
payback even though the servicing costs for 
the CNG are around 30% more expensive 
than a standard diesel version. Th is may appear 
quite signifi cant, though when the fuel savings 
are costed over the expected working life of 
fi ft een years, the additional servicing costs are 
minimal.

We addressed the subjects of fuel quality, 
storage and the long term sustainability of 
CNG powered vehicles to Phil Lowndes of the 
Gas Bus Alliance (GBA) who supply the fuel to 
Stagecoach in Merseyside. Phil believes that one 
of the most att ractive aspects for operators is 
the fact the gas prices can be agreed in advance, 
also that the price will remain stable as there are 
no concerns about the supply of natural gas for 
the next seventy years based on current known 
sources. In addition with the ever increasing 
supply of Biomethane (CBG) from renewable 
sources and landfi ll, by 2012 there will be an 
over supply which should help to keep prices 
competitive. 

Th ere is no doubt that Natural Gas Vehicles 
(NGV’s) are gaining ground.  Currently there 
are an estimated 13 million NGV’s worldwide, 
and since 2000 the average annual growth in 
Europe is 11% year on year. In Madrid (Spain) 
refuse collection is carried out by a fl eet of 700 
NGV’s, and in March 2010 the Mayor of Madrid 
announced the preparation of regulations to ban 

the purchase of new buses running on diesel. 

One drawback to CNG vehicles is establishing 
an infrastructure of fi lling points. Th e initial 
set up costs are capital expensive, but not 
prohibitive considering the possible benefi ts. 
Bord Gáis has purchased a number of NGV’s 
and are currently exploring the feasibility and 
economic potential with interested customers.  
Unlike other alternative vehicles, gas powered 
transport is not a new idea and the technology is 
well proven, reliable, and widely used throughout 
the world.  MAN’s EcoCity CNG shows that 
maybe we had it right all those years ago, and 
we just needed to improve it a litt le rather than 
dismissing it.

*Emissions: 
Diesel verses CNG

% Change 
(compared to current bus fl eet)

Pollutant CNG Bio-CNG

CO2 -11 -64

N2O -100 -100

SO2 -100 -100

NOx -83 -83

NO2 -100 -100

PM2.5 -87 -87

PM10 -77 -77

*Source Bord Gáis Networks

MAN Ecocity CNG

Engine E2876LUH

Capacity 12.8 Litre

Power 310 hp / 228 kW

Torque 1,050 Nm

Transmission ZF EcoLife 6 Speed Automatic

Length 12.98 Meters

Width 2.5 Metres

Seating 40 + 2 tip-up seats

Wheelchair Access 1

GV W 17,900 Kgs
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COMMENT

O ne of the most positive qualities 
of a bus is its versatility. A bus 
can have its route changed at 
short notice and there is no 

problem from a planning point of view. No 
restrictions apply due to rails or electric 
cables and because they can operate on the 
road network no expensive infrastructure 
is needed. In the current economic climate 
this versatility could become the foundation 
to let operators, public and private take a 
quantum leap.

Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport 
Leo Varadkar, T.D. may be coming to that 
conclusion a bit more because of the fi nancial 
problems he and his Departments are having 
than any great vision he has to let passenger 
transport by road develop. No doubt he will 
be infl uenced by some of the comments made 
by Economist Colm McCarthy recently. 
Mr. McCarthy is the author of the now 
referred to ‘Bord Snip’ Report which suggested 
ways for the Government to 
save money by cutting back 
on expenditure and shelving 
some projects in the economy. 
Writing recently in the Irish 
Independent, Colm McCarthy 
said that the Metro West and 
the Interconnector project, 
which will link Heuston Station 
with other transport systems 
in the Capital were simply too 
expensive in the current climate. 
“Buses,” he said “are the way 
forward.” Could the bus and 
its operators be on the verge of 
something special? Wouldn’t it 
be ironic if the economic crisis, 
which the country fi nds itself in, 
could be the catalyst for the liberalisation of 
the industry? It would help if the Transport 
Minister showed leadership and accelerated 
the process. Th ere will be no choice as there 
is no money left  to fi nish or expand large 
transport infrastructure.

Something else that cannot be ignored is the 
road versus rail argument. One of the bett er 
legacies left  from the Celtic Tiger days is an 
extensive motorway system. Unfortunately, the 
rail infrastructure which received signifi cant 

investment in the same period was not fully 
completed. Now we have a situation where 
inter city journeys between many of our 
cities are faster by road than by rail. In public 
transport terms this brings extra business to 
inter city coach operators. Now most coach 
operators, both public and private, extend 
their inter city services to Dublin Airport, 
which makes the journey from a provincial 
City to Dublin City Centre and the Airport 
far more att ractive by coach. In general the 
cost of a coach trip is signifi cantly cheaper 

than the corresponding rail trip.

Public transport whether by road or rail has 
always been a cost to the Exchequer. One 
would think that claims by private operators to 
fi nance new and replacement buses would not 
go unnoticed by the Department of Finance. 
Are the days of cheques being writt en by the 
State for new vehicles at an end? Who knows, 
but if you follow what Colm McCarthy has 
been saying to its ultimate conclusion it 
seems this is a policy that will certainly be 
reviewed.

In the past there have been many false dawns 
for bus operators both public and private. 
Could change be imminent? Like a litt le boy 
going into his teenage years, our time for 
trains and tracks is over, well for the moment 
anyway. Depending on how far regulators 
are prepared to go we could have an effi  cient 
and eff ective public transport network. If 
the Minister for Finance, Michael Noonan 
T.D., is listening to what private operators 
are saying, public transport could become a 
net contributor to the economy, rather than 
a cost. Some political bravery could benefi t 
commuters, tax payers and create jobs in a 
sector at litt le cost.

Are Bus and Coach operators on 
the verge of something special?

Wouldn’t it be ironic 
if the economic crisis, 
which the country 
fi nds itself in, could 
be the catalyst for 
the liberalisation of 
the industry?

Back Seat Driver by Sean Murtagh
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immediately available and for delivery

9700
Immediate availability in 12.2 & 13m lengths.  
Euro 5 rated B13R fuel efficient driveline with I-Shift 
transmission. Superior ‘Prestige Plus’ spec includes 
Webasto, Dura-Bright Alcoa alloys, Club Class seats,  
bi-xenon headlamps, sat nav, reversing camera, fridge, 
boiler and full climate control.

B9R Jonckheere
Euro 5 380hp rated rear engine coupled to Volvo I-Shift 
transmission. 53 seats with 3-point belts and leather 
headrests, centre demountable sunken washroom, full 
audio/visual, fridge, boiler, Dura-Bright Alcoa alloys  
and A/C. Choice of interiors, new vehicle availability  
from Feb 2012 onwards.

B13R Jonckheere
One vehicle only available from stock. Fuel efficient  
Euro 5 460hp rear engine with I-Shift transmission. 
57/59 reclining seats with 3-point belts and leather 
headrests, climate control, full audio/visual, fridge,  
boiler and centre demountable washroom.

B7R Sunsundegui
Limited number available for January 1st 2012 first 
registration. Up to 43 club class seats, rear floor  
mounted saloon toilet variants in stock. A/C and 
executive spec as standard.

New Volvo Bus stock
January 2012

For further details please contact Sales Manager James Hyde on 0044 7818 011991  
or email james.hyde@volvo.com




